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Messengers  to  vote  on  record  budget 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Truett  Seminary  at  Baylor  University  in 
Waco,  Texas. 

Bill  Hardin,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Picayune,  is  eligible  for  a  second  one- 
year  term  as  MBC 
first  vice-president. 

Ernest  Sadler,  retired 
missions  director  for*  4  P 

Jackson  Association  .^9 

in  Pascagoula  and 
currently  a 


Messengers  from  the  more  than 
2,000  member  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 


:ather 


•ctober  29-30  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  for  the  one  hundred 
sixty-seventh  MBC  annual  meeting. 
The  messengers  will  vote  on  a  pro- 

Posed  record  Mississippi  Cooperative 
rogram  (CP)  budget  for  2003  of 
$31,592,787  —  a  3.51%  increase  over 
the  2002  budget  which  was  itself  a 
record  amount. 

Native  Mississippian  Jerry  Rankin, 


d  Since  1877 


MBCB 

church  planting  spe¬ 
cialist,  is  eligible  for  a 
second  term  as  sec¬ 
ond  vice  president. 

The  top  three  MBC 
offices  are  limited  to  two  consecutive 
terms.  The  MBC  recording  secretary 
and  assistant  recording  secretary  are 
not  term-limited. 

Gus  Merritt,  retired  pastor  of  Clark- 
Venable  Church,  Newton,  is  currently 
serving  as  recording  secretary.  Michael 
Weeks,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  is  currently  serving  as 


Lowrie 


*  i m *  v  i  i\ai  iivii  i; 

president  of  the  International  Mission 

H  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  in 
Richmond,  Virginia, 
will  address  the 
meeting  at  2:25  p.m. 
on  October  29. 

Rankin,  who  grew 
up  in  Tupelo  and 
Clinton,  and  his  wife 
»^.-R«U5kiA  Bobbye,  a 

Brookhaven  native, 
are  graduates  of  Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  in  Clinton. 

Jerry  Rankin  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth 
with  a  master  of  divinity  degree,  and 
he  holds  honorary  doctoral  degrees 
from  MC  and  California  Baptist 
University  in  Riverside,  California. 
The  Rankins  were  appointed  mis- 


The  Rankins  were  m 
sionaries  to  Indonesia  in  June  1970  by 
the  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board,  now 
known  as  IMB. 

Bob  Reccord,  presi-  The  popular  6ible  Trea 
dent  of  the  North  brought  by  D.L.  Lowrie  o 
American  Mission  He  is  the  retired  pastor 
r$S$  Board  of  the  SBC  in  Lubbock,  and  still  preach 

Atlanta,  will  also  attend  the  nation. 

;  the  annual  meeting  and  He  holds  degrees  fror 

will  speak  at  11:15  a. m.  State  University  in 
I  i  on  October  30.  Johnson  City,  Tennessee; 

Reccord,  a  native  of  Carson-Newman  College 
Indiana,  became  the  first  in  Jefferson  City, 

Reccord  NAMB  president  in  June  Missouri;  Southwestern 
1997  when  the  SBC  Seminary;  and  honorary 
Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta,  Radio  and  doctoral  degrees  from 
Television  Commission  in  Fort  Worth,  and  Dallas  Baptist  College  in 
Brotherhood  Commission  in  Memphis  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
merged  to  form  NAMB.  Belmont  University  in 

Reccord  is  a  graduate  of  Southwestern  Nashville. 

Seminary,  receiving  the  master  of  divinity  MBC  President  Frank 

and  doctor  of  ministry  degrees.  He  was  Pollard  of  Jackson  will 

pastor  of  First  Church  in  Norfolk,  preside.  Pollard,  retired  pastor  of  First 

Virginia,  when  he  was  tapped  for  the  top  Church,  Jackson,  is  in  his  first  one-year 

NAMB  post.  term  as  president  and  will  be  eligible  for  of  First 

The  convention  sermon  will  be  deliv-  election  to  a  second  one-year  term, 
ered  at  4:20  p.m.  on  October  29  by  P.J.  Scott,  Pollard's  presidential  address  is  sched- 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Olive  Branch,  for  uled  for  11  a.m.  on  October  29. 
more  than  27  years.  Pollard  holds  a  bachelor  of  business 

The  New  Albany  native  holds  bachelor  administration  degree  from  Texas  A&M 
and  master  of  science  degrees  from  the  University  in  College  Station,  Texas;  a 

University  of  Tennessee-Martin,  as  well  as  bachelor  '  . 

a  master  of  divinity  degree  from  Mid-  Southwes 
America  Seminary  in  Memphis  and  a  doc-  ministry 
tor  of  ministry  degree  from  Luther  Rice  Seminary. 

Seminary  in  Jacksonville,  Florida.  1  ’ 


those  ag< 
and  institutions, 

The  October  29  evening  session  will 
be  highlighted  by  a  concert  by  the 
will  be  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  and  the 
MBCB  emphasis  with  Jim  Futral,  MBCB 
executive  director-treasurer. 

Providing  choral  praise  during  the 
annual  meeting  will  be: 

•  October  29  morning  session: 
Sanctuary  Choir  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 
Larry  Black  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  will 
serve  as  worship  leader. 

•  October  29  afternoon  session: 
Sanctuary  Choir  of  First  Church,  Olive 
Branch.  Bobby  Sanderson,  minister  of 
music  at  First  Church,  Columbus,  and  Bill 
Britton,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  will  serve  as  worship  leaders. 

•  October  29  evening  session  session: 
Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen.  Graham 
Smith,  MBCB  director  of  church  music, 
will  serve  as  worship  leader. 

•  October  30  morning  session: 
>i  College  Singers.  L.  Lavon  Gray 
!hurch,  McComb,  will  serve  as 

worship  leader. 

Parking  at  the  Mississippi  State 
Fairgrounds  will  not  be  available  this  year. 
A  number  of  new  parking  lots  in  close 
proximity  to  the  church  have  been  opened 
in  recent  months.  Messengers  and  visitors 
from  are  advised  to  arrive  early  for  the  parking 
doctor  of  places  closest  to  First  Church,  Jackson. 
Orleans  Information  on  the  2002  MBC  annual 
,  meeting  can  also  be  obtained  at 

He  is  currently  serving  as  a  professor  for  www.mbcb.org. 


Pollard 


What's  in  the 
Record 


NAMB  truMees  meet 


Sunday  Sdfcol  lessons 


The  forgotten  place 


"A  yfuch  has  changed  about  Hell  is  real. 
/\/| Christianity  since  the  days  when  Satan  is  real.  The 
JL  V  X people  spilled  into  the  aisles  of  a  eternal  devastation 
church  and  rusned  the  altar  to  get  right  with  of  hell  is  real.  Yet 
God,  so  deep  was  their  conviction  mat  they  we  have  turned  it 
were  sinners  in  the  hands  of  an  angry  Goa.  into  such  a  forgot- 

Super-preachers  through  the  years  like  ten  place  that  we 

Jonathan  Edwards  did  tneir  part,  the  Holy  dress  our  children 
Spirit  did  His  part,  and  people  were  saved.  for  Halloween  in 
Undoubtedly  playing  a  crucial  role  in  the  the  costumes  of  its 
decisions  of  many  of  tnose  people  to  seek  occupants, 
salvation  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  were  the  Jesus  under- 
vivid  descriptions  of  the  only  other  choice  stood  the  nature  of 
available  —  an  eternity  in  hell.  Sinners  and  hell.  We  have  His 

■  saved  alike  were  permanently  chas-  parable  in  Luke 

tened  when  they  heard  of  the  forlorn  16,  commonly 

consequences  of  their  misconduct.  known  as  the  Rich 
To  comprehend  hell  is  truly  Man  and  Lazarus. 

Lazarus, 
described  in  the 
parable  as  poor 
and  sickly,  eventu- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


we  have  to  associate  it  with  the  fee- 
ole  words  at  our  disposal  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  describe  such  a  hopeless 
place  of  torment  without  end.  We've 
even  tried  to  marginalize  the  word 
by  reducing  it  to  a  common  vulgari¬ 
ty  shouted  at  the  opposite  side  of  a 
stadium  during  a  football  game. 

When  we  describe  a  job  or  some 
other  demanding  activity  as  "pure 
hell,"  we  have  no  idea  what  we're 
saying.  The  use  of  the  word  as  stand¬ 
alone  profanity  is  so  common  in  our 
culture  that  hardly  anyone  notices. 
We'd  better  start  paying  attention  again. 
Hell  is  not  an  abstract  concept  with  which 
we  can  toy  during  our  endless  debates  on 
the  nature  of  God.  How  many  times  have 
we  heard  the  vapid  argument,  "I  simply 
don't  believe  a  loving  God  would  send 
anyone  to  a  place  like  nell." 

He  can,  and  He  does,  when  we  leave  Him 
with  no  other  choice.  Why  then  do  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  try  to  make  hell  nothing  more  than 
the  whimsical  dwelling  place  of  cute  dolls 
and  stuffed  animals  made  in  the  image  of  a 
cartoonish  devil  and  his  bumbling  imps? 


and  sickly  ^  ^ 

When  the  rich  man  spies  Lazarus  in  the  That's  the  second  hard  lesson  in  this  pas- 
bosom  of  Abraham  in  heaven,  he  pleads  with  sage  about  hell:  we  have  been  given  more 
Abraham  to  supply  him  with  a  mere  drop  of  than  adeguate  guidance  on  how  to  avoid  hell, 
.water  "because  I  am  in  agony  in  this  fire. '  We  just  naven't  paid  much  attention  —  a 
Abraham  can  only  reply,  "...(BJetween  us  point  that  is  reiterated  when  the  rich  man 
and  you  a  great  chasm  has  been  fixed,  so  that  again  asks  Abraham  to  send  Lazarus, 
those  who  want  to  go  from  here  to  you  can-  "If  they  do  not  listen  to  Moses  and  the 
not,  nor  can  anyone  cross  over  there  to  us."  Prophets,  they  will  not  be  convinced 
That's  the  first  hard  lesson  in  this  pas-  even  if  someone  rises  from  the  dead," 
sage  about  hell:  it  is  permanent,  and  the  Abraham  replies. 

gap  between  heaven  and  hell  is  eternally  How  sad  that  millions  upon  millions  of 
insurmountable.  We  will  be  in  one  place  or  people  are  still  going  to  hell  because  they 
the  other  for  all  time,  but  not  both.  didn't  understand  it  is  the  real  destination 

The  rich  man  then  begs  Abraham  to  of  those  who  reject  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
send  Lazarus  as  a  messenger  to  his  family,  and  Savior. 

so  that  his  brothers  may  avoid  his  fate.  Hell  is  hot,  heaven  is  sweet,  and  Jesus 
Abraham  replies,  "They  have  Moses  and  saves.  What  greater  message  can  we 
the  Prophets;  let  them  listen  to  them."  impart  to  a  lost  world? 
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once-popular  coun¬ 
try /western  duet 


More  than  28  years  ago,  I 
began  insisting  that  couples 
asking  me  to  conduct  their 
marriage  ceremony  must 
agree,  up  front,  to  participate 
in  a  session  in  which  I  discuss 
with  them  the  scriptural  pre¬ 
requisites  for  marriage,  focus¬ 
ing  on  this  simple  fact:  Since 
marriage  is  God's  idea  and 
God's  institution,  it  is  impera¬ 
tive  that  the  bride  and  groom 
each  know  Christ  as  Savior 
AND  possess  a  vital,  dynamic 
relationship  with  him  as  Lord. 

Given  the  current  prolifer¬ 
ation  of  divorce,  the  results  of 
this  insistence  (and  the 
accompanying  counseling) 
has  been  nothing  less  than 
astounding!  When  a  couple  is 
determined  to  start  out  right 
and  build  on  God's  princi¬ 
ples,  they  are  on  the  road  to  a 
relationship  that  can  stand  all 
the  tests  life  throws  at  it. 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 
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Marriage  no  place  for 
shaky  foundation 

By  Tom  Elliff,  pastor 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church 
Del  City,  Oklahoma 
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will  last  a  lifetime. 

Good  homes,  like  good 
houses,  both  require  and 
deserve  a  proper  foundation. 

This  truth  was  vividly  illus¬ 
trated  several  years  ago  while 
I  was  making  an  "emergency 
run"  to  the  home  of  a  family 
in  crisis. 

The  summer  heat,  beat 
back  by  the  straining  air  con¬ 
ditioner,  was  no  match  for  the 
discussion  being  carried  on  in 
the  living  room.  I  had  been  in 
the  home  before  but  never 
under  these  circumstances.  A 
seemingly  stable,  faithful 
family  was  falling  apart. 

I  don't  remember  every¬ 
thing  I  said  in  my  attempt  to  nouse  in  wruch  they  lived,  was 
buy  time  for  a  miracle,  but  I  built  on  something  other  than  a 
do  remember  afterward  stand-  solid  foundation.  Now  the 
ing  on  the  couple's  front  cracks  were  numerous  and 
porch,  trying  my  best  to  con-  exaggerated.  The  couple 
vey  a  sense  of  hope.  In  a  lame  despaired  of  there  ever  being  a 
attempt  to  change  subjects,  the  way  to  repair  them, 
husband  pointed  to  a  crack  in  Nothing  is  more  critical  to 
the  brick  veneer,  a  crack  I  a  building  than  its  founda- 
traced,  first  up  to  the  roofline,  tion.  Everything  rests  upon  it. 
then  as  it  meandered  all  the  Shouldn't  appropriate  con- 


way  to  the  foundation  which  sideration  be  given  to  the 
haa  settled  and  cracked.  foundation  upon  which  the 

Here  was  a  house  that  future  will  be  Duilt? 
would  be  hard  to  sell  if  a  No  marriage  can  possibly 
divorce  occurred.  Who  wants  a  be  all  God  intends  unless 
house  with  poor  foundation?  both  husband  and  wife  pos- 
That  house  with  its  settling  sess  an  intimate,  saving  rela- 
foundation  and  cracking  tionship  with  Christ  —  a  rela- 
veneer  was  the  least  of  their  tionship  which  brings  them 
worries.  Their  home  was  in  a  together  in  the  experiences  of 
far  more  serious  condition  than  prayer,  worship  and  faithful 
their  house.  The  pressures  of  service  to  him.  This  truth  is 
life  were  revealing  the  simple  simply  stated  in  the  Scripture, 
fact  that  this  family,  like  the  "For  no  man  can  lay  a  foun- 
house  in  which  they  lived, 
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Job  Corps  taking  program  to  Aloha  State 


Mississippi  Baptists  are 
heavily  involved  CWJC  in 
Mississippi,  through  the 
Mississippi  WMU.  For  more 


HONOLULU  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Chasing  rats  out  of 
cupboards,  painting  bars  on 
windows,  and  making  peanut 
butter  and  jelly  sand-  ■ 
wiches  might  not  be  I 
thought  of  as  life-chang¬ 
ing  ministry,  but  Hawaii 
high  school  students 
found  out  differently 
when  they  helped  an 
Oahu  church  start  a 
Christian  Women's  Job 
Corps  (CWJC)  site. 

Homelessness  and 
poverty  are  as  common  to 
many  people  along 
Oahu's  Leeward  coast  as 
the  sun,  surf  and  sand. 

First  Church  of  Nanakuli, 
a  20-member  church  in 
the  area,  sees  this  first¬ 
hand  every  Friday  as  it 
feeds  as  many  people  as  it 
can  until  the  food  runs 
out.  Sometimes  as  many 
as  200  people  receive 
food  in  just  a  few  hours. 

"They  say,  'Thank 
you,'  and  they're  grateful, 
and  we  can  feed  them  for¬ 
ever  and  still  not  get  them 
out  of  poverty,'  pastor 

Wayne  Waterhouse  said.  _ ,  , , 

With  many  of  the  peo-  POWERED  UP  Hawaii  Ba 
pie  being  single  women  student  Amanda  Sutherland  drills  holes  tor  a 
on  welfare  or  homeless  on  new  door  and  frame  at  a  new  Christian 
the  beach  the  church  Women's  Job  Corps  site  after  a  training  session 
wanted  to 'provide  more  earlier  in  the  day  in  using  power  tools.  (BP 
permanent  help  than  just  photo  courtesy  of  Hawaii  Baptist  Academy) 
weekly  food  distribution. 


fit 


R 


When  Phyllis  Waterhouse,  the 
astor's  wife,  attended  a 
Oman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  meeting  in  Alabama 
this  year,  she  heard  about  the 
WMU-sponsored  CWJC  and 
sensed  God's  answer. 

The  ministry  teaches  women 
basic  job  skills,  involves  them  in 
a  Bible  study  and  gives  them  a 
Christian  woman  to  be  a  mentor. 
In  the  program's  five-year  histo¬ 
ry,  256  CWJC  ministries  have 
been  started  across  the  U.S. 


information,  contact  Tamm 
Anderson  at  Mississipp 
:ksc 


my 
>i  WMU, 

P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3323  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  948-1651,  ext.  323. 
E-mail:  tanderson@mbcb.org 
Phyllis  Waterhouse,  now  a 
certified  CWJC  leader,  is  ready 
to  start  the  first  in  Hawaii. 

"If  we  can  help  some  women 
get  back  on  their  feet  and  find 
Christ,"  she  said,  "then  we've 
done  our  work.  This  is  one 


avenue  that  seems  to  really 
this  community." 

The  church  faced  a  problem. 
The  building  where  CWJC 
would  begin  had  been  bro¬ 
ken  into  three  times  in  the 

{jrevious  month  by  people 
ooking  for  food.  It  was  also 
in  need  of  repair. 

With  only  about  20  peo¬ 
ple  attending,  the  church 
was  already  operating  on  a 
limited  budget  and  without 
a  secure  facility,  the  church 
didn't  know  how  it  could 
bring  in  computers  and 
office  equipment. 

"It  was  my  wife  Phyllis 
who  pushed  ahead  and 
said,  'If  God  wants  it,  it'll 
happen,"'  Waterhouse  said. 

Money  for  materials  was 
provided  bv  the  Central 
Leeward  Oahu  Baptist 
Association,  but  the  church 
didn't  have  the  manpower 
or  expertise  to  do  the  work. 

In  stepped  Hawaii 
Baptist  Academy  (HBA),  a 
K-12  private  Christian 
school  started  more  than  50 
years  ago  with  the  help  of 
the  WMU  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  International 

ptist  Academy  Mission  Board. 

Its  holes  for  a  When  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  wanted  to  start 
a  school  in  Honolulu  in  the 
1940s,  the  WMU  of  Virginia 
designated  its  gifts  to  the 
—  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  International 
Missions  to  the  school  — 
$125,000  over  five  years.  For 


Discovery  Channel  taps  church 


and  local  reports)  - 
will  be  featured 


-  A  Southern  Baptist 
October  22  on  the 


is  progr; 
dcast  6  a. 


m.  central 


FRESNO,  Calif, 
church-planting  e 
Discovery  Channe 
Free  Christian  Fell 
included  in  a  Pa 

Champions  of  Industry.  Airtime  for  the  broa< 
time.  Airtime  for  viewers  with  satellite  or  direct  TV  is  4  a.m. 
The  segment  features  the  California  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (CSBC)  congregation  characterized  as  "one  of  the 
more  radical  church-planting  efforts"  of  Southern  Baptists  that 
helps  "set  people  free  from  tneir  pasts."  The  segment  outlines 
the  mission  of  Set  Free  and  the  ministries  in  which  the  Yucaipa 
church  is  involved 
based  churches 

city  and  economically  depressed  neighl 
Southern  Baptists,  in  cooperation  with  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB),  have  started  23  Set  Free  congregations 
in  the  Golden  State.  The  California  contingent  also  has  started 
Set  Free  congregations  in  the  Seattle  and  Atlanta  areas.  Willie 
Dalgity,  pastor  of  Set  Free  in  Yucaipa,  and  several  church  mem¬ 
bers  are  featured  in  the  segment,  along  with  Fermin  A. 
Whittaker,  CSBC  executive  director,  and  Phil  Langley,  director 
of  the  CSBC  new  church  extension  department.  Whittaker  was 
the  keynote  speaker  for  one  of  the  sessions  of  a  recent 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting.  Melody 
Romero,  one  of  the  church  members  interviewed  for  the  broad¬ 
cast,  9aid,  "Set  Free  changed  my  life  because  it  led  me  to  Jesus, 
and  I  learned  that  I  could  rely  on  Jesus  instead  of  drugs, and 
alcohol  and  men  and  all  that.  .,^n,eA  - 


dedicated  to  the  Great 
Commission  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  Lockridge  said.  "To  be 
servants  of  God,  Christians 
must  not  only  know  Christian 
theology  ana  ethics,  but  also 
live  out  these  beliefs  daily." 

Lockridge,  83  students,  sev¬ 
eral  HBA  teachers  and  staff 
members,  and  youth  ministers 
from  Hawaii  churches  devoted 
extensive  time  and  effort  to 
helping  First  Church,  Nanakuli. 

Ht  was  overwhelming,  and 
what  [the  Servant  Group  stu¬ 
dents]  did  was  tremendous," 
Waterhouse  said. 

Under  the  supervision  of 
David  Hood  from  HBA's 
physical  plant,  ihe  students 
replaced  termite-eaten  doors 
with  new  steel  doors, 
replaced  old  screens,  installed 
and  painted  anti-theft  bars  on 
the  windows,  installed 
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over 

several  years,  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  staffed  HBA  until 
the  school  was  placed  under  the 
Hawaii  Pacific  Baptist 
Convention.  Today,  the  state 
convention  appoints  the 
school's  board  members. 

HBA's  Christian  activities 
director  Rob  Lockridge  heard 
about  the  need  at  First  Church, 
Nanakuli  and  knew  how  he 
could  help.  In  his  first  full  year 
at  HBA,  Lockridge  wanted  to 
emphasize  ministry  among  the 
Christian  students  on  campus. 
Part  of  this  effort  included 
revamping  a  program  called 
the  Servant  Group. 

"This  year's  Servant  Group 
went  back  to  its  roots  by 
becoming  a  group  of  servants 


shelves,  cleared  out  debris 
and  pests,  and  thoroughly 
cleaned  the  facility. 

"The  building  is  very  old  — 
built  in  1963  —  but  they  pretty 
much  renovated  the  building  in 
one  day,"  Waterhouse  said,  "and 
it's  not  only  nice,  but  secure." 

With  a  secure  building, 
Phyllis  Waterhouse  is  currently 
recruiting  mentors  for  the  pro- 

fram  ana  planning  a  January 
003  start. 

In  addition  to  building  reno¬ 
vations,  HBA  students  took 
peanut  butter  and  jelly  sand¬ 
wiches,  pizza,  and  cookies  to 
homeless  people  on  Leeward 
Oahu  beacnes. 

Others  distributed 

microwave  popcorn  and  invita¬ 
tions  to  church  to  people  in  the 
community  and  had  opportu¬ 
nities  to  talk  with  and  pray  for 
many  people  who  were  not 
Christians. 

"The  students  returned  from 
camp  knowing  they  had  made 
a  difference  in  many  people's 
lives,"  Lockridge  said. 


Southern  Seminary  president  Roy  L.  Honeycutt  tells  the  school's 
trustees  that  he  will  retire  next  year.  The  surprise  announcement  stunned 
trustees  and  a  gallery  of  faculty,  staff,  and  students  at  the  opening  session 
of  the  board's  semiannual  meeting  on  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  campus. 


20  years  ,u>o 


President  Reagan  does  not  agree  with  the  view  of  leaders  of  the 
Religious  Right  that  the  United  States  is  a  "chosen"  nation  in  the  sense  that 
Israel  was  chosen  as  God's  special  people  in  Old  Testament  times,  says 
Edwin  Meese,  counselor  to  the  President,  in  a  working  luncheon  with  15 
editors  and  writers  from  the  religious  press. 


10  \  ears  ,if>o 


More  than  1,200  church  members  of  various  denominations  join  in 
signing  a  petition  protesting  the  sale  of  beer  in  grocery  stores.  The 
churchmen  pledged  that  they  would  patronize  only  those  food  stores 
which  do  not  sell  beer  or  other  alcoholic  beverages. 
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NAMB  trustees  approve  state  agreements 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Trustees  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
approved  new  working  agree¬ 
ments  with  18  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions,  approved  28  new 
missionaries,  endorsed  30  new 


REACHING  OUT  —  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  missionary  Kareem 
Goubran  (left)  and  his  young 
son  Kenny  visit  with  pastor 
Nagi  Yousef  of  the  First  Arabic 
Baptist  Church  in  Yonkers,  N.Y. 
Weekly  meals  are  served  by 
the  church  in  a  heavily  Muslim 
neighborhood,  where  NAMB 
funds  help  Goubran  reach  out 
to  the  lost  people  of  the  area. 
(BP  photo) 


chaplains,  and  celebrated  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  entity's 
founding  during  their  regular 
meeting  October  9  in  Atlanta. 

Most  of  the  cooperative 
agreements  still  need  to  be 
approved  by  the  state  Baptist 


conventions,  and  all  but  one 
wert  approved  as  negotiated 
with  state  convention  staff. 
However,  the  proposed  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  (BGCT) 
was  amended  in  order  to 
"accommodate  their 
concerns...",  Harry 
Lewis,  NAMB's  direc¬ 
tor  of  strategic  coordi¬ 
nation,  reported. 

The  new  cooperative 
agreements  marked  the 
first  time  the  docu¬ 
ments  had  been  rene¬ 
gotiated  since  NAMB's 
rounding  in  1997.  The 
agreements  define  how 
NAMB  works  with 
individual  state  Baptist 
conventions  in  the  joint 
funding  of  missions 
efforts. 

The  issue  in  Texas 
arose  when  the  BGCT 
executive  board 

changed  a  negotiated 
agreement  that  previ¬ 
ously  had  been 
approved  by  the 
BGCT's  state  missions  commis¬ 
sion,  missions  review  and  ini¬ 
tiatives  committee,  and  admin¬ 
istrative  committee. 

The  BGCT  board  deleted  a 
sentence  stating  that  jointly 
funded  personnel  "shall  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Baptist  Faith  and 


Message  (BFM)  2000,"  citing 
concerns  that  the  sentence 
could  leave  the  impression  that 
the  BGCT  board  approves  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  statement 
of  faith. 

Leaders  of  the  BGCT  have 
expressed  disagreement  with 
several  of  the  revisions  to  the 
BFM  in  2000.  The  issue  was 
resolved  in  the  original  agree¬ 
ment  with  assurances  by  the 
BGCT  that  any  missionaries 
uncomfortable  with  conform¬ 
ing  to  BFM  as  required  by 
NAMB  could  be  appointed  as 
solely  funded  missionaries  of 
the  BGCT. 

NAMB  trustees  responded 
by  moving  the  references  to  the 
BFM  into  a  parenthetical 
phrase  higher  in  trie  paragraph 
to  clarify  that  it  was  NAMB's 
requirement  only,  said  Lewis, 
the  lead  strategic  coordinator 
for  NAMB  who  helped  negoti¬ 
ate  the  original  agreement. 

Lewis  said  that  because  the 
BGCT  and  NAMB  have 
approved  different  agreements. 


the  issue  now  likely  will  have 
to  go  back  to  the  BGCT  execu¬ 
tive  board  and  the  existing 
agreement  will  remain  in  effect 
pending  further  action. 

In  adopting  a  2003  budget  of 
$125,562,500,  trustees  were  told 
by  Mike  Day,  NAMB's  vice 
president  for  organizational 


development,  it  is  "basically  a 
flat  budget." 

Compared  to  the  NAMB's 
2002  budget  of  $128,153,625, 
the  new  budget  reflects  a 
reduction  of  nearly  $6  million 
in  expenses  and  $2.65  million  in 
revenue  resulting  from  the 
anticipated  spinoff  next  year  of 
the  FamilyNet  television  net¬ 
work  into  a  separate  for-profit 
subsidiary. 

That  change  in  FamilyNet's 
status  is  pending  approval  by 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
in  February. 

The  anniversary  celebration 
served  as  a  conclusion  for  the 
meeting.  NAMB  staff  —  both  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga.,  and  via  tele¬ 
conferencing  from  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  —  joined  trustees  for  a 
time  of  personal  reflections  on 
how  the  agency  has  been 
shaped  since  it  officially  began 
on  June  16,  1997. 

In  other  business,  Reccord 
announced  appointments  to  a 
committee  that  will  examine 
how  to  address  churches  start¬ 
ed  with  NAMB  and  other 
Southern  Baptist  financial 
assistance  that  later  decide  to 
discontinue  being  cooperating 
Southern  Baptists.  The  commit¬ 
tee  will  include  three  NAMB 
staff  members,  three  trustees, 
and  three  executive  directors  of 
state  conventions. 


New  PAX  television  series  to  feature  deaf  Christian 


THOUSAND  OAKS,  Calif. 
(BP)  —  Sue  Thomas  is  a  former 
agent  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  (FBI).  She  is  deaf, 
travels  with  a  hearing-ear  dog, 
and  reads  lips. 

She  comes  across  as  an  intel¬ 
ligent  woman  with  a  jovial 
mood,  a  hearty  belly  laugh,  and 
with  lots  more  on  her  mind  than 
promoting  a  TV  series  —  even 
with  the  new  action  drama  that 
is  named  for  her,  Sue  Thomas: 
F.B.Eye,  which  premiered  Oct. 
13  on  the  PAX  network. 

The  two-hour  opener  airs  at 
8  p.m.  central  time  and  was 
developed  by  Dave  and  Gary 
Johnson,  who  also  created  the 
PAX  network's  top-rated  show 
Doc  starring  Billy  Ray  Cyrus. 
(Doc  premiers  an  all-new 
episode  that  same  night,  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  show's  star!) 

Thomas  is  happy  about  the 
series,  of  course.  The  reason: 
It's  one  more  outlet  where  peo¬ 
ple  can  be  reminded  that  tfeere 
is  a  healing  force  available  to 
complete  their  lives.  Although 
the  show  does  not  preach,  it 
does  present  a  working  woman 
in  an  exotic  job  who  lives  a 
Christian  lifestyle. 

Spending  time  with  Thomas 
reflects  what  the  late  Corrie  ten 
Boom  once  declared:  "There  is 
no  pit  so  deep  that  He  is  not 
deeper  still." 

When  she  was  18  months 
old,  Thomas  was  watching  tele¬ 
vision  with  her  family  when 
she  suddenly  could  not  hear. 
"No  specialist  in  this  country 
can  tell  me  how  or  why  I  lost 
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my  hearing  or,  for  that  matter, 
how  to  restore  it,"  Thomas  said. 

The  problem  came  to  a  head 
when  she  tried  to  solve  her 
problem  by  turning  up  the  vol¬ 
ume  full-blast.  Her 
mother  promptly 
turned  it  back 
down.  Upon 
repeating  her 
action,  Thomas 
was  scolded  but 
her  parents  soon 
realized  something 
was  drastically 
wrong  and  rushed 
her  to  their  family 
doctor  in  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio. 

Referrals  to 
hearing  specialists 
followed.  Despite 
various  operations  Sue ' 

and  experimental 
treatments  in  subsequent  years. 


the  mirror  to  shape  her  mouth 
the  way  the  therapist  was 
doing  hers. 

Later  came  endless  hours  with 


problem  by  turning  up  the  vol-  voice  and  drama  coaches.  After 

ume  full-blast.  Her  _  hours  of  hard 

work,  Thomas 
began  to  learn 
how  to  read  lips 
and  speak  natural¬ 
ly  but  due  to  the 
somewhat  nasal 
sound  of  her 
speech  —  com¬ 
mon  in  a  people 
unable  to  hear 
their  own  voices 
—  her  fellow  ele¬ 
mentary  school 
classmates  taunted 
and  ridiculed  her. 
Her  parents 

various  operations  Sue  Thomas  bestowed  a  great 

and  experimental  gift  that  surpassed 

treatments  in  subsequent  years,  the  cruelness  of  other  children, 
nothing  could  restore  her  hear-  They  gave  a  supportive  love 

Inr*  Cr.  Knr  n  i  rnn  1c  rvi  Ct  a s-vl 


ing.  So  her  parents  made  her  a 
lifetime  vow  to  do  whatever 


which  fueled  their  daughter's 
confidence.  "My  mother  had  a 


they  could  —  absolutely  every-  paihting  of  Jesus  hanging  in  my  biography 
thing  in  their  power  ana  within  bedroom,"  Thomas  recounted.  Tyndafe 


their  means  —  to  enable  her  to 
become  as  much  a  part  of  the 
hearing  world  as  possible. 

Her  parents  held  true  to  that 


"She  explained  that  with  God's 
help,  there  was  absolutely  noth- 
ingjin  my  life  I  couldn't  do." 
Thomas  persevered,  going 


promise,  giving  their  youngest  on  to  take  music  lessons,  ice 
of  four  children  all  the  physical  skating,  and  later  completing 
and  mental  support  they  could,  graduate  studies  at  Case 
Sue's  treatments  included  Western  Reserve  University  in 
expensive  therapy  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  * 
Youngstown's  Hearing  and  She  then  went  to  work  at  the 
Speech  Center,  where  she  FBI  headquarters  in  Washington, 
learned  to  speak  by  imitating  D.C.  At  first,  she  helped  start  a 
the  vibrations  she  felt  when  she  program  to  train  deaf  people  to 
placed  her  hands  on  the  thera-  classify  fingerprints.  However, 
pist's  throat  and  by  looking  in  with  her  superb  ability  to  read 


lips,  she  was  approached  by 
agents  who  had  videotaped  an 
investigation,  only  to  find  the 
camera's  sound  mechanism  had 
failed.  "They  asked  if  I  could 
read  the  people's  lips  and  tell 
what  was  feeing  said. 

Her  success  in  that  high-pro¬ 
file  case  led  to  work  in  under¬ 
cover  surveillance.  "It  was  no 
problem  for  me  to  stand  across 
the  room  in,  say,  an  airport 
where  a  deal  was  going  down 
and  take  verbatim  notes  on 
what  the  suspects  were  saying." 

Despite  her  success  with  the 
FBI,  Trtomas  was  unsatisfied. 
Looking  to  other  horizons,  she 
entered  the  Columbia  Graduate 
School  of  Bible  and  Missions  in 
Columbia,  S.C.,  where  she 
found  nurture  for  her  life's 
desire  to  proclaim  the  love  and 
forgiveness  of  God  through  his 
son,  Christ  Jesus. 

"The  idea  for  a  series  has 
been  in  the  works  for  12  years," 
Thomas  said.  "When  my  auto¬ 
biography  was  published  by 
Tyndale  12  years  ago, 
Columbia  bought  the  option  to 
turn  it  into  a  screenplay.  They 
had  that  for  one  year  and  they 
couldn't  decide  what  direction 
they  wanted  to  take  it. 

"Should  it  be  totally  about 
the  FBI?  Others  thought  it  was 
too  inspirational,  too  spiritual. 
So  after  a  year,  they  dropped  it 
but  the  senior  vice  president 
of  Columbia  TV  was  feehind  it. 
He  told  me,  'You  have  a  story 
and  it's  going  to  be  told.  It 
may  take  10  or  15  years,  but 
it's  going  to  be  told/' 
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Annuity  Board  to  offer  new  '03  health  plan 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Leaders  at 
the  Annuity  Board  (AB)  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  in  Dallas  say  they  are 
continuing  to  explore  options 
to  ensure  Southern  Baptist  min¬ 
isters  and  denominational 
workers  and  their  families  who 
participate  in  AB  medical  plans 
will  continue  to  have  affordable 
choices  in  healthcare  coverage. 

In  2003,  a  new  lower  cost 
Comprehensive  Medical  plan 
level  will  be  offered,  new 
provider  networks  will  be  in 
place,  and  a  well  baby  care 
Benefit  will  be  added  to  all 
levels  of  the  plan. 

Funding  for  the  AB  medical 
plans  comes  directly  from 
monthly  payments  for  cover¬ 
age  received  from  participants 
and  employers.  The  AB 
receives  no  SBC  Cooperative 
Program  funds  to  subsidize  its 
medical  plans.  When  current 
medical  plan  rates  are  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  cover  projected  claims 
and  expenses  for  tne  upcoming 
year,  rates  are  increased. 

"We  are  aware  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  burden  our  participants  are 
facing  and  the  difficult  deci¬ 
sions  to  be  made  when  choos¬ 


ing  a  medical  plan,"  said  Doug 
Day,  the  board's  executive  offi¬ 
cer  for  benefit  services.  "For 
most  participants,  what  was 


Of  course  everyone  would  pre¬ 
fer  the  highest  benefit  plan," 
Day  said,  ”but  in  reality,  some 
individuals  may  need  to  con- 
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once  a  decision  based  upon 
benefits  has  now  become  a 
decision  based  upon  affordabil¬ 
ity,  benefits,  and  protection 
during  a  catastrophic  illness." 

Witn  the  addition  of  a  new 
Comprehensive  Medical  plan 
option  for  2003,  the  Annuity 
Board  will  offer  four 
Comprehensive  Medical  plan 
levels  —  in  addition  to  the  HMO 
plans  available  in  certain  areas. 

"The  new  Level  Four  plan 
costs  about  45%  less  than  the 
Level  One  plan  and  has  a  high¬ 
er  deductible,  copay  amounts, 
and  out-of-pocket  maximums. 


sider  other  options.  A  plan  level 
with  a  lower  monthly  rate  but  a 
higher  deductible  and  copay 
percentage  can  provide  the  pro¬ 
tection  a  family  needs  in  the 
event  of  a  serious  illness  or 
injury.  Some  churches  are 
choosing  to  use  the  plan  with 
the  higher  deductible  and 
copay  percentage  and  then  self- 
insure  for  the  difference  in  the 
deductible  and  the  copay." 

To  provide  more  participants 
with  a  broader  choice  of  network 
doctors,  hospitals,  and  other 
health  care  providers,  the 
Annuity  Board  is  also  expanding 


its  preferred  provider  organiza¬ 
tion  (PPO)  networks  for  2003. 

As  an  advocate  for  its  partic¬ 
ipants,  the  Annuity  Board  is 
taking  a  three-pronged 
approach  in  the  facing  of 
healthcare  increases,  leaders 
point  out. 

First,  the  Annuity  Board  is 
doing  what  it  can  to  hold  down 
administrative  costs  and  design 
plans  to  meet  its  participants' 
needs.  While  the  national  aver¬ 
age  for  administrative  expenses 
is  15%,  expenses  for  the  Annuity 
Board  plans  are  only  12%. 

Second,  to  create  a  win-win 
situation,  the  AB  is  encourag¬ 
ing  individuals  to  improve 
their  own  health  by  living  a 
healthier  lifestyle.  More  than 
one-half  of  last  year's  medical 
claims  were  related  to  situa¬ 
tions  that  could  have  been 
prevented  with  healthier 
lifestyles. 

Finally,  the  AB  is  making  a 
concentrated  effort  to  make 
church  leaders  aware  of  the 
mounting  healthcare  crisis  and 
asking  them  to  provide  ade- 

Siate  employee  benefits  for 
eir  employees  —  apart  from 
the  salary  package. 


Make  A  Difference 

Some  years  ago,  USA  WEEK¬ 
END  Magazine  began  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  day  in  October  that  they 
called  Make  a  Difference  Day.  Oh 
that  one  day  everyone  is  encour¬ 
aged  to  do  something  that  will 
make  a  difference.  It  may  be  that 
it  would  be  a  one-time,  one-day 
event,  and  on  the  other  hand,  it 
may  be  that  making  a  difference 
will  be  an  on-going  lifestyle.  For 
some.  Make  a  Difference  Day 
mav  be  the  beginning  of  making 
a  difference  in  many  other  ways 
as  days  go  by. 

This  vear.  Make  a  Difference 
Day  is  Saturday,  October  26.  T 
would  point  out  to  you  that  as 
you  prepare  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence,  the  things  you  do  some¬ 
times  aren't  even  noticed.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  of  the 
things  that  you  are  not  even 
aware  of,  affect  people’s  lives. 
Recently,  I  was  visiting  with  a 
former  church  member  whom  I 
had  not  seen  in  a  while.  As  we 
talked  and  reminisced  about 
old  times,  he  told  me  that  he 
often  recalled,  with  laughter,  a 
story  1  had  told  about  logging 
early  one  morning  before  the 
sun  came  up.  1  was  running 
across  a  bridge  and  in  the  foggy, 
dark  shadows  of  the  morning  a 
fellow,  unnoticed  by  me,  was 
sitting  over  to  the  side  of  the 
bridge.  As  1  was  running  by,  he  * 
called  out  to  me  and  said, '  Hey 
mister!"  I  nearly  had  a  stroke! 
As  mv  friend  reflected  on  the 
story,  he  laughed  as  he  thought 
how  humorous  that  was. 

As  we  stood  there  and 
talked,  1  thought  about  how 
many  sermons  my  friend  had 
heard  me  preach  during  the 
time  I  was  nis  pastor.  1  thought 
about  how  many  hours  and 
hours  of  study  and  preparation 


‘Viredxwns 

Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


I  had  poured  into  those  sermon- 
ic  moments,  only  to  have  him 
remember  the  story  of  me  being 
scared  on  a  bridge  one  morning. 
My  point  is  that  as  you  think 
about  things  that  you  can  do  on 
Make  a  Difference  Day,  just 
keep  in  mind  that  it  could  be  the 
little  thing  that  you  do  or  say 
that  may  stick  with  someone, 
while  the  big  thing  that  you 
think  about  and  attempt  to  do 
may  be  overlooked  or  soon  for¬ 
gotten.  Still,  the  effort  is  worth  it 
and  you  will  be  blessed  as  you 
bless  others. 

In  today's  Directions  let  me 
just  give  you  a  quick  outline  of 
about  ten  possibilities  for  Make 
a  Difference  Day: 

•  Start  the  day  with  prayer. 
It  mav  sound  simple  and  to 
some  folks  it  may  sound  small, 
but  remember,  prayer  parted 
the  Red  Sea,  brought  rain  from 
the  skies,  locked  the  jaws  of 
lions,  and  overcomes  tempta¬ 
tions.  While  some  people  tnink 
they  are  too  busy  to  pray,  the 
reality  is  that  most  of  us  are  too 
busy  not  to  pray! 

•  Write  a  note  that  you  have 
been  putting  off.  I'm  not  talking 
about  e-mail.  Lm  talking  about 
sitting  down  and  taking  the 
time  to  think  through,  compose, 
and  put  in  your  own  handwrit¬ 
ing,  a  personal  note  to  someone 


you  have  been  needing  to 
encourage.  It  doesn't  have  to  be 
very  long,  but  it  can  be  forever 
helpful.  Just  remember  that 
most  of  the  writings  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  even  the  short 
works,  were  letters  that  he 
wrote  as  he  was  guided  by  God. 

•  Plant  a  tree.  I'm  not  partic¬ 
ularly  concerned  about  what 
kind  of  tree,  just  plant  one  and 
it  will  give  you  two  things  to 
watch  for:  you  can  fl'atch  it 

row,  and  you  can  observe  it  as 

ay  by  day  God  gives  and 
gives  and  gives  so  that  it  will  be 
provided  for.  Whether  it  is  sun¬ 
shine  or  rain,  air  or  nutrients  - 
God  gives! 

•  Smile  at  everyone  you 
meet.  Don't  miss  smiling  at  any¬ 
one  and  start  with  your  family. 
Include  friends.  Include  people 
you  don't  like.  Include  people 
who  don't  like1  you.  Wherever 
you  go,  whomever  you  see,  just 
smile  at  them.  Some  of  you  mav 
be  out  of  practice,  so  you  will 
need  to  spend  some  time  and 
exercise  getting  ready.  Go  get 
you  a  mirror  and  just  look  at 
yourself  normally,  then  smile 
and  you  will  see  why  it  makes  a 
difference. 

•  Do  an  unrewarded,  unde¬ 
tected  good  deed.  This  may 
take  some  thought  and  effort. 


but  find  some  way  to  do 
something  nice  for  someone 
where  they  cannot  detect  that 
you  did  it.  Just  keep  it  to 
yourself  for  a  lifetime  and  let 
them  spend  their  lifetime  try¬ 
ing  to  figure  out  who,  among 
the  hundreds  they  know,  was 
so  nice. 

•  Let  someone  ten  years 
younger  than  you,  or  ten 
years  older,  know  how  much 
you  appreciate  him  or  her. 
Our  world  has  become  so 
chronologically  segregated 
that  oftentimes  generations 
on  either  side  of  us  do  not 
know  that  we  are  actually 
connected  and  actually 
appreciate  each  other. 

•  Offer  to  keep  the  children 
for  some  couple  so  that  they 
can  have  a  break  and  go  on  a 
date. 

•  Write  an  anonymous, 
positive  letter  of  apprecia¬ 
tion.  While  an  anonymous, 
critical  letter  can  be  a  coward¬ 
ly  act  of  intellectual  terror¬ 
ism,  a  positive  anonymous 
letter  can  be  an  act  of 
thought-provoking  joy. 

•  Intentionally  approach  a 
policeman  or  fireman  and  tell 
them  how  much  you  appreciate 
all  that  they  do. 

•  Last,  but  not  least  —  in 
fact,  last  but  first,  tell  some¬ 
one,  at  least  one  person,  about 
Jesus.  Tell  one  person  that 
Jesus  loves  them  and  that  He 
is  the  one  who  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  their  life  in  this 
world  and  in  the  world  to 
come.  That,  my  friends,  will 
make  Make  a  Difference  Day  a 
day  of  eternal  consequences. 


Christmas 
gift  ministry 
opening  soon 

A  pair  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  has  agreed  to  serve  as 
collection  centers  for  Operation 
Christmas  Child,  a  program 
sponsored  by  Samaritan's 
Purse  that  provides  Christmas 
gifts  for  needy  children  around 
tne  world. 

First  Church,  Columbus, 
will  collect  the  gifts  from 
November  18-25,  in  the 
church’s  activity  building 
behind  Columbus  Public 
Library.  Gifts  will  be  received 
from  8:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 
each  day  except  November 
25,  when  the  program  will 
close  at  noon.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Nelda  Brown 
at  (601)  356-4908,  or  the 
church  at  (601)  328-3915. 

Parkway  Church, 

Hernando,  will  collect  gifts 
from  November  18-24  at  the 
church’s  facilities  at  50  N. 
Parkway  Street.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Pastor  Mike 
Ramage  at  (662)  429-6045,  or 
Becky  Nance  at  (662)  622-0202. 

Gifts  should  be  new  and 
sized  to  fit  in  a  shoebox  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  gift  giver.  Tne 
shoebox  should  be  wrapped 
and  identified  by  gender  and 
age  of  intended  recipient. 
Gift  suggestions  and  restric¬ 
tions  can  be  found  at 
www.samaritanspurse.org. 
For  a  brochure  listing  the 
suggestions  and  restrictions, 
contact  the  Mississippi 
Baptists  listed  above. 


October  17, 2002 
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the  church  grounds  Oct.  19.  Registration  begins  at 

»  1  J if!-  nl.  .  CC  n  A  M  iUn  CiillfMlirUin  I— I  1  1 


2-5  p.m.  on  the  church  grounds  Oct.  19.  Registration  begins  at 
located  at  2017  Martin  Bluff  9  a.m.  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

Nancy  Harmon  will  be 

1*  J  the  study  leader,  the 

ri*  i  e*  I  I  Maskers  '  Honorary 


dents.  A  scholarship  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Curtis 
Wicker  on  Feb.  3.  jiLetjj £&  4 

Irene  Brown  was  .  * 

Margaret  honored  at  HJL  j\- 

Harrison  was  hon-  Arlington  Church, 
ored  on  Sep.  15  at  Bogue  Chitto,  tor 
Utica  Church,  over  40  years  sendee 
Utica,  for  over  50  as  church  secretary,  c? 

years  of  teaching  She  was  presented  ,» 

Sunday  School.  She  with  a  silver  tray  in  A 

was  presented  with  appreciation. 
a  plaque,  roses,  and  Pictured  (from  left)  ■Sjl^i'4 
a  bracelet  from  the  are  Bob  Lynch,  pas-  K-  " 
children.  tor,  and  Brown. 


left)  are  Mike  Pollard,  Wright, 
and  his  wife  Peggy. 


Social  Club  Washboard 
Band  from  Mississippi 
University  for  Women 
will  be  the  guest  musi¬ 
cians,  and  Whitney 
Pickering  will  be  the 
special  guest.  Bring 
your  Bible,  a  friend,  a 
Christmas  ornament, 
your  favorite  bread 
recipe,  and  dress  for 
Christmas. 


Brian  &  Donna  Roberson  and  Callaway 


Pollard  and  Ervin  &  Peggy  Wright 


Bentley  Sills,  Road,  Gautier,  Miss.  This  is  an 
Arlington  Church,  outreach  to  the  surrounding 
Bogue  Chitto,  was  community,  not  a  fund  raising 
recognized  for  event.  There  will  be  free  games 
perfect  Sunday  and  prizes  for  children.  For 
School  attendance  more  information,  call  (228) 
for  the  past  year.  497-1329  or  (228)  497-3805. 

Victory  Church,  The  Women  Ministering  to 
Bassfield,  ordained  Women  Conference,  hosted 
Mike  Norris  as  dea-  by  the  women  of  Edon 
con  on  Sep.  22.  Cnurch,  576  County  Road  7, 
Pictured  (from  left)  Stringer,  Miss.,  will  De  held  on 

are  Norris  and  Cliff  — — - — - 

Charles 


BAPTISTS 


BfSSSIpB  Rutland 

Broome  is  pastor. 

Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  held  a  deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  on  Sep.  29  for  Danny 
Smith  and  Terry  Kittrell. 
Smith  is  a  third  generation  dea¬ 
con  in  the  same  church. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Smith, 
Roy  Myers,  and  Kittrell. 

Holly  Church,  Corinth,  held 
a  Baby  Dedication  for  Jayden 
Hastings,  Felicity  Thome,  and 
Kayleigh  Williamson  on  Sep. 
22.  Tony  Morrow  is  pastor. 

Cambridge  Church, 

Gautier,  is  hosting  their  annual 
Fall  Festival  Sat.,  Oct.  26,  from 


Chapel  Hill 
Church,  Utica,  held  a 
deacon  ordination  for 
Brian  Roberson  on 
Sep.  29.  Pictured 
(from  right)  are 
Roberson,  his  wife 
Donna,  and  Ricky 
Callaway,  pastor. 

The  Joy  Ladies' 
Sunday  School  of 
Gunter  Road 

Church,  Florence, 
established  the 
Louise  Walker 
Duncan  Memorial 


Danny  Smith,  Roy  Myers,  &  Terry  Kittrell 


SHARE  FINANCIAL  SERVICES 

INVITES  YOUR  INDICATION  OF  INTEREST  IN 


Lynch  and  Brown 


OF  GENERAL  MORTGAGE  BONDS  ISSUED  BY 

Metro  Church  of  Garland 

Garland,  Texas 

Affiliated  with  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Anticipated  Issue 
Date:  900/2002 


EARN 
UP  TO 

from  5.75% to  8.50% 

Bond  Maturity  Range-Six  Months  to  17.5  Years 
Bonds  are  available  in  multiples  of  $250.00 
This  Announcement  is  neither  on  offer  or  a  solicitation  of  an 
offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  mode  only  by  prospectus.  For  more 
complete  information  about  this  bond  Issue,  obtain  a  prospectus 
which  describes  all  of  the  particulars  of  this  undertaking.  Read 
it  carefully  before  you  invest  All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value, 
subject  to  prior  sale. 

Q  Shake: 


Are  your  seniors  tired  ot 

crawling  over  the  Ejn> 

HUMP’  The  solution  is 

a  'Sc  itu  r  jer  ,.;n  A'th 

: r  a.'-  '  .  ^  S'  '  .X.  *  ; 

electric  step. 

CatltESMaWn*  BueTodeyi  1-6004304622 

BUSES1  VANS1  PEOPLE  MOVERS1 
wwwtristatevanbuscom 


Baby  Dedication  -  Holly  Church,  Corinth 


Parkway 
Baptist  Church 
50th 

Anniversary 


Sharing  Our  Jotf. 


Corporate  Address 
14677  MIDWAY  RD  SUITE  100 
AOOISON.  TEXAS  75001 
(072)  450-6305 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 


November  9-10,  2002 
Natckez,  Mississippi 


Christy  Overby 
341  Dover  Lane 
Madison,  MS  39110 


(800)  288-4183 

Local  ' 

(601)856-9158 


For  More  Information 
CaN  601-442-7434 


Pursuing  our  vision 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


M  sBion^^obilization 

CELEBRATION 


November 


1  5  - 

ft 


1  6 


2  0  0  2 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  15 
FBC,  Jackson,  425  North  State  Street 
Featuring:  Co-hosts  Ken  Rhodes  and  Karen  Ivy 

•  Celebration  Banquet  -  6:30  p.m. 

•  Mobilization  Displays 

•  Music/Drama/Testimonies 

•  Strategic  Contributions  of  Volunteers 

Yvonne  Bruce 


Yvonne  Bruce 

Speaker 


W ' 


Sheri  Engle 

Music 


SATURDAY.  NOVEMBER  16 
Baptist  Building,  515  Mississippi  Street 
Featuring: 

•  Continental  Breakfast  -  7:30  -  8: 1 5  a.m. 

•  Devotional 

-—4 

•  Conferences 

1 )  Ukraine 

2)  North  America 

3)  Mississippi  Strategies  of  Mobilization 

.  r  "  ; u*!* 

You  are  invited  to  this  exciting  time  of  celebrating  what  God  is  doing 
through  Mississippi  volunteers.  You  will  meet  and  hear  the  stories  of 
many  of  these  volunteers. 

Banquet  Cost:  $  10  Reservations  are  required  by  November  1 2. 

Send  in  completed  form  below  or  call  601-292-3398  by  November  12. 


Reservation  Form 

Partnership  Missions  Celebration.  November  15-16,  2002 


Name 


Address 

City _ 

Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


No.  of  Reservations . 


Please  complete  form  and  mail  to: 

Missions  Mobilization  Department 
MBCB 

PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 
Phone  60 1  -292-3398  or  1  -800-748- 1 65 1 


Youth  Ministers  Workshop 


November  11-13, 2002 
LakeTiak  O’Khata,  Louisville 

“Hey,  It's  More  than 
Survival  or  Success; 
It's  Significance!" 


In  a  world  focused  on  Survivor  and  Success , 
student  ministry  must  be  centered 
in  Significance. 


Barry  St.  Clair 

Reach  Out  Youth  Solutions 
Atlanta 


Kevin  Williams 

KW  Ministries 
Columbus 


Chuck  Gartnian 

Youth  Ministry  Services 
Howard  Payne  University 
Brownwood,  Texas  Myrnu  Gregory 

»■  Life  Way  Christian  Resources 

Brandon 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Pastor/l^eadership  Development 
Department  at  I-S00-74R-I65I  or  601-292-3305  (Jackson). 


Mississippi  Delta  MissionsFEST  2002 
FOLLOW-UP,  Tchula,  Miss. 
November  16,2002 


MissionsFEST 

2CD2 


Come  help  complete  the  weatheri- 
zation  project  (light  construction  & 
home  repairs),  community  cleanup, 
prayer  garden  and  prayerwalk. 
There  is  no  cost  to  participate. 
Meals  are  on  your  own. 


Participants  must  register  with  Mississippi  WML  by  1 1/8/02 


(Group)  Leader 

Address _ 

Phone (day) _ 


MissionsFEST  FOLLOW-UP  Registration 

_ Church _ 


.(evening) 


_(e-mail) 


No.  in  Group  (male) 


(female). 


Groups/individuals  are  responsible  for  transportation  to  ministry  sites.  Please 
copy  this  form  and  register  groups  separately  for  each  ministry  project. 
Weatherization _ Comm.  Cleanup _ Prayerwalking _ Prayer  Garden _ 

Mail  to:  MS  WMU.  PO  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205.  Call  1-RQ0-748-165I,  ext.  316. 


Sbarins 

Christ 
In  Love 


Lay  Missions 
Conference 

list  Baptist  Chute  h.  |ac  kson 
Oc  tolx ‘r  78.  2.007. 


Missions  Banquet 
Keynote  Speaker 

Mickey  Caison 

Adult  Volunteer  MobiliiAtion,  NAMB 
Celebrating  25  Kears 
of  Disaster  Relief 


BAPTISTS 
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1  1!  PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN'S 

LEADERSHIP  FESTIVAL 

2  ♦  O  *  O  *  2 

1_ _ _  _ _ _ _ COST  $  1  O  EACH 

NOVEMBER  15  AT  5:15  P.M.  —  NOVEMBER  16  AT  12:50  PM. 
MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, HATTIESBUR6 

Preregistration  is  requested  by  November  1, 2002. 


LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  FOR 

All  PRESCHOOL  LEADERS  AND  ALL  CHILDREN'S  LEADERS 

(Sunday  School  teachers;  Discipleship  Training  teachers;  Mission 
Friends ,  Girls  in  Action,  and  Royal  Ambassador  mission  halers; 
Church  Weekday  administrators,  teachers,  and  caregiversJMother's 
Day  Out  teachers;  and  children’s  worship  leaders) 


Annual  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ministers’  Wives 


■■ 


f 


KEYNOTE  FEATURE 

THE  ORR'S 

One  Way  Ministries 

featuring  also 

TODD  CAPPS,  LifeWay  specialist 
JAN  MARLER,  LifeWay  specialist 
and  other  leaders  from  around  our  state 


Sponsored  by  MBCB  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministn 
For  more  info,  call  Don  I  licks  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800. 


October  28,  2002, 1-4:30  p.m. 

Fifth  Floor 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

There  is  no  cost  for  this  conference.  In  order  for  us  to  better 
prepare,  please  preregister,  even  if  you  will  not  need  child 
care.  Contact  Matt  Buckles,  Pastor/Leadership  Development 
Dept.,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530  or  fax  601-714- 
7426  or  E-mail  kmcdonnellOmbcb.org. 

For  more  infontutHon 
caU  1-900-748-1651  or  601-292-3305 

Child  care  will  be  provided  by  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 
They  will  need  to  know  number  and  ages  of  children,  before 
October  21.  If  needed,  the  phone  number  for  FBC,  Jackson, 
is  601-949-1900. 

FEATURING 

•  Dorothy  Henderson  -  “Hospitality  Evangelism” 

•  Kay  Faulkenbery  -  “Growing  Strong  Through 

the  Seasons  of  Life” 

•  Betty  Gregory  -  “Serving  with  a  Positive  Attitude” 

•  Michael  and  Yana  Allen  -  Music 


Gulfshore  Music  Leadership  Conference 

t  1  10-12  FEATl  RISC:  CLASSES  FOR: 

y  Calvin  Miller  Praise  Teams/Praise  Bands 

2003  Samford  University  Youth  Music 

Carol  Tomquist  Preschool/Children's  Music 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Piano  Handbells 

A  11  Carolyn  Hamlin  Orchestra 

ASSemO  y  Oman  Bivocational  Ministers  of  Musi 


CLASSES  FOR: 

Praise  Teams/Praise  Bands 
Youth  Music 

Preschool/Children’s  Music 
Handbells 
Orchestra 

Bivocational  Ministers  of  Music 


V  Organ  Bivocational  Minist 

For  more  info ,  contact  MBCB  Church  Music:  601-292-3267 or  1-800-  748-1 651 


f-4  /fissions  /fjdne:. 
"'Pi fating  (fOdt S 


Saturday,  November  2 , 2002 
Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Cost:  $5 

Registration  begins  at  8:30  a.m. 

9:30  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mississippi  WMU 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3322. 


Registration  for  GA  Missions  Madness,  November  2,  2002 

Church _ City _ Assoc. _ 

/  am  enclosing  5 _ ($5)  per  person  tor  the  registration  tee  for _ GAs  and 

leaders.  There  must  be  one  leader  for  every  five  girls.  The  early  registration 
deadline  is  October  18.  If  there  is  still  space  available  after  the  deadline  date, 
registrations  will  be  accepted  at  a  cost  of  $7.50  per  person.  Mail  your  payment 
with  the  registration  form  to:  WMU  Department,  MBCB,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS 
39205-0530.  Make  check  payable  to  MBCB  for  the  GA  Missions  Madness  event. 

Person  making  reservation _ 

Address _ City _ Zip _ 

Daytime  phone _ Evening  phone _ 


Preregistration  is  requested.  All  previews  are 
from  9  a.m.-noon.  The  cost  is  $10,  which 
includes  registration  for  the  preview,  brunch 
and  a  copy  of  the  study  course  book. 


2003  Bap i  is i  Doc  i  ui\i  S  i  i  m 
Bui  \  ii  \\s 

Doctrine  of  Braver 

it  it  It 

T.VV.  Hunt 

Make  your  plans  now ! 


Child's  name  and  parent’s  name 
MBCB  Church  Growth 
ro  Box  5311 
Jackson  MS  39205 


psiAy.  t£u  <Uy  {oa....  October  1 8  -  November  7,  2002 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 

Seek  first  the  kingbom  of  Qob.  anb  <tiis  righteous¬ 
ness:  anb  all  these  things  ( necessities  of  Life )  shall  he 
gi\/en  unto  you.  bftAattheW  6:33 


Thank  the  Lord  for  the  way  He 
blessed  in  giving  the  Ghana  Baptist 
Convention  a  very  successful  annual 
session.  Ask  Him  to  continue  to 
bless  the  president  and  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  convention  as  they 
lead  Ghana  Baptists. 


For  (1)  GA  Mother/  Daughter 
Overnight,  Garaywa,  Clinton 
(WMU);  (2)  The  story  of  the  c 


(WMU);  (2)  The  story  of  the  deaf  on 
the  islands  off  the  coast  of 

never  beeiullowed  to  attend 
school.  In  lie  list  fetpr  years  a 
school  has  opened  on  two  islands 
for  all  disaUed,  but  it  may  not  be 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  deaf.  Pray 
for  thoe  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
learn  sign  language. 


Drue  addition  is  a  tool  used  by  the 
devil  to  retard  the  understandability 
and  acceptance  of  God's  Good 
News  among  the  Muslim  peoples  of 
Eastern  Africa.  Many j#end  their 
afternoons  sneuAiMnmllucino- 
genic  plant  that  dun  (heir  senses 
and  allows  tumto  escape  reality. 
Ask  God  to  destroy  the  stronghold 
of  drug  addiction  in  the  lives  of 
these  people. 


Mberto  Hernandez  in  Lancaster, 

Pa.,  is  on  the  church  multiplication 
team.  Pray  for  the  Bible  study  meet¬ 
ing  in  Manor  Baptist  Church.  Pray 
as  ne  voluntee&jt  the  library  in 
York  with  thdfaAose  to  reach 
Hispanic  peopkmq[  fora  pastor 


Praise  God  for  a  house  church 
movement  in  Sichuan,  China,  that 
devotes  three  days  each  month  to 
training  Sunday  School  teachers. 
Pray  for  the  4Ofl.OOO.0Q0  Chinese 
under  age  TlloK ule Jo  hear  the 


Missionaries  in  Chile  write:  “We 
praise  God  for  the  women  who  a 
involved  in  the  neighborhood  Bit 
studies  in  Vina  del  Mar.  Please  pi 
that  God  will  provide  a  Christian 
man  to  begin  I  migjstiy  with  the 
husbands  of  these  ladies.* 


For  (1)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Executive 
Committee  Meeting;  (2)  Pray  for  the 
housewives  of  lapan,  many  with  no 
children  or  children  m school.  They 


On  the  large  Madagascar  Indian 
Ocean  island,  off  the  coast  of  East 
Africa,  there  has  been  a  killer  virus 
that  has  already  killed  186  people  in 
a  couple  of  weeks.  Pay  for  this 
country,  wiich  hal  seen  so  much 
hardship  ovprifie  fast  war.  Not 
only  are  thfphysical  needs  in  many 
areas  overwhelming,  but  there  is  a 


extra  time  for  Bible  study  and  pass 
on  their  faith  to  their  husbands  and 
children. 


For:  (1)  State  GA  Day,  Parkway  BC, 
Clinton  (WMU);  (2)  nay  for  one  of 
our  missionaries,  in  South  America, 
who  will  be  teaching  in  an  institute 
for  new  believers  who  were  former 
members  of  an  OM  World  religion. 
He  has  a  tremendous  opportunity  to 
share  during  this  week-long  seminar 
on  missions. 


Pay  for  Guataemalan  Baptists'  first 
International  missionaries, 
'Abraham  and  Sarah.'  They  are 
preparing  to  go  to  North  Africa  to 
serve  among  Muiftm.  They  are 
working  on  a  specific  timeline  for 
their  departure.  Pfoy  that 
Guatemalan  Baptists  will  support 
them  with  prayer  and  financial  sup- 


Bob  Hataway,  Frankston,  Texas,  is  a 
corporate  chaplain.  Bob  founded 
TransAlive  USA  in  1984,  a  non-prof¬ 
it  organization  providing  crisis 
intervention  for  I*  J  “ 
the  truckers  whtfl 
sible  for  canning  I 
from  ground  zero. 


For  (1)  Associational  Missions 
Directors'  &  Seminary  Extension 
Directors'  Breakfast,  Baptist 
Building  Chapel,  Jackson,  7  -  8  a.m. 
(P/LD);  (2)  Cnaplaiws'  Pill  Banquet, 
Baptist  Buildup  SkyioM,  4:45-6:30 
p.m.  (CPDJ;  tf)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  FBC,  lactam,  29th  - 
30th. 


For  (1)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Meeting,  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  last  session  of 
the  convening  Baptist  Building 
Chapel;  (2)  ll-vqttlional 
Mimsters/Minhfcrs'  Wivts  Breakfast 
.Baptist  Building  Chapek  (ackson, 


For  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  Meeting,  Baptist  Building,  10 
a.m.;  (2)  Ministers' Wives 
Conference,  FK,  lackson, 


For:  (1)  Mission  Service  Corps' 
Annual  Meeting,  Baptist  Building, 
lackson  (MM);  (2)  Pray  for  mission 
work  in  Taiwjn.  There  are  fewer 
mission  peAonAH  there  than  in  30 
years.  Taiwan  las  over  23  million 
people  and  only  a  liffle  over  2%  are 


Missions  Ci 


debris  away 


m.  (MM);  (4)  Lay  Missions 
it,  FBC,  lackson,  5-7  p.m. 


Christians  have  been  praying  for 
months  that  renewed  visas  to 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  would  be 

Ced  for  mMMMfies  Hal  and 
la  Hosteller.  On  Sept.  26th 
their  visas  were  denied.  They  are 
temporarily  in  New  lersey  awaiting 
possibilities  of  either  returning  to 
Trinidad  to  serve  or  going  else¬ 
where.  Pray  that  God's  will  be  done. 


For.  (1)  Baptist  Building  AT  HOME 
DAYS,  6th  -  8th;  (2)  A  gateway  city 
team  in  France  asks  us  to  pray  for 
the  following  needs  A  recent  fire  at 
a  Romanian  refugee  camp  has  left 
more  than  half  of  the  200  families 
without  shelter.  Thank  God  that 
through  this  tragedy,  a  team  mem¬ 
ber  met  the  leader  of  the  camp. 
Pray  that  team  members  can  share 
the  gospel  as  they  minister  there. 


For  (1)  Baptist  Women's  Day  of 
Prayer  (WMU  Emphasis);  (2)  Pay 
for  missionaries  Gregg  Fort  and 
|ohn  Baker  as  they  survey  most  of 
Zimbabwe  to  determine  the  areas  of 
greatest  spiritiml  need  and  respon¬ 
siveness.  Pray  for  their  safety,  as 
well  as  the  safety  of  those  wno  help 
them. 


T.  hailed  a  taxi  and  headed  home 
from  Bible  study  at  the  Arabic 
church  in  his  city.  The  taxi  driver 
asked  about  the  hook  he  was  carry¬ 
ing,  an  English/Arabic  Bible.  T. 
began  to  share  the  twssage  of  the 
book  and  his  faWi.  The  driver  said, 
'I've  always  wanted  to  read  some  of 
it'  T.  offered  the  driver  his  own 
Bible  and  he  accepted  it.  Pray  that 
his  interest  will  lead  to  faith. 


For  (1)  Voter  Awareness  Day  (CAC 
Emphasis);  (2)  RA  Emphasis  Week, 
3rd  -  9th  (MM  Emphasis);  (3)  The 
Silesia  Team  ia  Poland  writes,  ‘Pray 
that  our  coffeehouse  ministry  will 
find  strategic  ways  to  reach  out  to 
the  university  students  and  it  will 
draw  students  with  hungry  hearts  to 
know  God.* 


4-86  zj 

MISS  KATIE  R.  GRAY 

Parents:  Tony  &  Karen.  Church  Planting^^r 
6-88 

MISS  MARISA  M.  WOMBLE 

Parents:  Freddie  &  Karen,  Church  Planting 

14-85 

MR.  ALLEN  D.  LIGHTSEY 

Parents:  Timothy  &  Rebecca,  Literature  ' 
Distribution 

20-78 

MR.  JOHN  A.  LATHAM 

Parents:  Tony  &  Kathy,  Theological  Education 


All  chaplains, 


volunteers  and  career,  are 
Invited  to  join  us  for  a  good 
Bar-B-Que  dinner  and 
fellowship. 


SPEAKER 
Charles  Jones 

Prison  Ministries  Consultant  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

Certified  ICI5F  Trainer  in  Pastoral  Crisis  Intervention 


The  banquet  is  no  cost  to 
chaplains  who  have  paid  their  dues  to  the 
Chaplain’s  Association  for  2002/2003. 
For  nonmembers  of  the 
association,  the  cost  is  $3  each. 


Charles  will  spcaK  lo  us  on 
The  Chaplain  and  Critical  Incident  Stress 
Intervention” 


For  more  information,  (  till  Elaine  Smith  at 
I -500-743- 1651  or  601-292-3361 


■MB 


Just  tor  the  Record 


Introducing  a 

Master  of  Arts  in  Worship 

for  the  2  I  st  centun 


Low  Cost 
Medicare 
Supplement 


GETTIN  THERE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Agricola  Church, 


Damascus 


INJOY  presents  Thrive, 
Becoming  a  Women  of  Influence, 
on  Sat.,  Nov.  9.  The  simulcast  will 
be  broadcasted  to  Goodwater 
—  Church,  Magee.  Early  Bird 
grown  from  about  20  to  70  Registration  is  $55  per  person  to 
in  the  past  four  years.  Goodwater  Church  by  Oct.  21. 

For  groups  of  75  or  more.  Early 
Cason  Church,  Bird  rate  will  be  $49.  Make 

Nettleton,  presents  The  checks  to  Goodwater  Church 
Sacrifice  on  Oct.  30-Nov.  and  mail  to  1313  Goodwater 
6.  This  walk-thru  drama  Road  NW,  Magee,  Miss.  39111 
depicts  the  tragedy  of  with  a  group  list.  For  more  infor- 
death  and  our  choices  mation,  call  (601)  849-2245,  email 
concerning  eternity,  goodh2o@afo.net,  or  go  to 
Scenes  are  graphic  and  www.INJOY.com/Thrive. 


Lucedale,  burnt  the  f  W 

on  their  m 

ary  on  Aug.  25.  I 

Pictured  left)  r  j£  I 

jimmy  Vise,  Greg  V '%r  I  '9*r& 

Logan,  and  Jim  V  ■ 

Younge.  Terry  Long  is 

First  Church,  *'*Ih8I 

Summit,  youth  com-  ‘ ' 

of 

eight  ministry  pro- 

jects  in  the  Summit  2  '2.^: j  ^  --f  ^ 

area.  On  Sep.  18  stu- 

dents  and  teachers  *^°‘e  Burning  of  Agncola  Church,  Lucedale 

fathered  for  a  Power 

rayer  Walk.  They  picked  up  The  Adult  North  Delta  m 
trash  on  the  streets  and  Associational  Choir;  under  the  I 
prayed  for  homes  along  the  direction  of  Grant  West,  per-  H 
way.  The  program  consists  of  formed  a  9-11  musical  collection  ■ 
Bible  study  (first  and  second  on  Sep.  11  at  Coahoma  County  I 
Wednesdays),  ministry  (third  High  School,  Clarksdale.  W 

Wednesday),  and  worship  ■ 

(fourth  Wednesday).  B 


Jesus  Christ 


‘Requests  the  Monori 
of  Jout ‘Presence  L 
intfeaven!  ■ 


Yol  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(1  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name  < John 
1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Ground  Breaking  at  Damascus  Church,  Flora 

Church  groups  (by  appoint¬ 
ment  only)  may  attend  Wed., 

Oct.  30;  Mon.,  Nov.  4;  and 
Wed.,  Nov.  6;  from  7-9  p.m.  It 
will  be  open  to  the  public 
Thurs.,  Oct.  31,  from  7-9  p.m.; 

Fri.  and  Sat.,  Nov.  1  and  2, 
from  7-11  p.m.;  and  Tues., 

Nov.  5,  from  7-10  p.m. 

Admission  is  free.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken.  For  an 
appointment  or  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (662)  871-9101  or 
(662)  256-9687. 


North  Delta  Associational  Choir 


BAPTISTS 


The  new  48 -hour  Master  of  Arts  in  Worship  is  a 
specialized  degree  designed  to  provide  basic 
skills  needed  to  lead  worship  in  any  setting. 

This  new  degree  offers: 

♦  lifelong  skills  amid  j  j 

changing  trends  J  jejj 

♦  world-renown  faculty 

♦  unequaled  expertise, 

specialization,  and 
cutting-edge  training  ' 


Youth  of  First  Church,  Summit 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


Eldorado 
Starcraft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


$300  •  $600 
A  YEAR 

L.D.  O’Mire  Ins. 

957-3841 

1-800-844-3254 


Business  done  the  "Riteway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


October  17, 2002 


The  Baptist  Record 


The  state  church  softball 
champions  (pictured)  for  2002 
are  as  follows:  Class  A  (churches 
from  0  to  300  in  Sunday  School 
enrollment)  Women,  Pine  Forest, 
Collinsville,  and  Men,  Long 
Creek,  Meridian;  Class  AA  (301 
to  700  enrollment)  Women, 
Immanuel,  Vicksburg,  and  Men, 
Immanuel,  Vicksburg;  and  Class 
AAA  (701  and  over  enrollment) 
Women,  Morrison  Heights, 
Clinton,  and  Men,  Trinity, 
Southaven.  The  sportsmanship 
awards  are  as  follows:  Class  A 
Women,  Juniper  Grove, 
Poplarville,  ana  Men,  New 
Hope,  Amory;  Class  AA  Women, 
Calvary,  Bogue  Chitto,  and  Men, 
Midway,  Meridian;  and  Class 
AAA  Women,  First,  Columbia, 
and  Men,  First,  Grenada. 


Class  A  Mens  Champions  -  Long  Creek,  Meridian 


'  W  & 


Class  AA  Womens  Champions  -  Immanuel,  Vicksburg 


Class  A  Womens  Champions  -  Pine  Forest,  Collinsville 


Teresa  and  Glenn  Nace 

Glenn  and  Teresa  Nace  will 
be  honored  for  20  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  at  Kokomo  Church, 
Kokomo,  on  Oct.  20.  Sunday 
School  will  be  at  10  a.m.  ana 
worship  at  11  a.m.  Lunch  will  be 
provided  at  noon,  and  the 
anniversary  service  will  begin  at 
2  p.m.  A  reception  will  follow. 

Ernest 
Sadler 

announced 
his  retirement, 
after  fourteen 


yea 

Executive 
Director  of  the 
Jackson 

Sadler  C  °  a  n  '  Y 

aaaier  Association. 
Sadler  will  work  as  a  Consultant 
of  Church  Planting  Strategy  with 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  Tom  Miller, 
Associate  Missions  Director, 
accepted  appointment  as  Interim 
Missions 
Director. 


I 


[  i 


Class  AAA  Mens  Champions  -  Trinity,  Southaven 


Class  AAA  Womens  Champions  -  Morrison  Heights,  Clinton 


uv  v 


X- 


Sandersville 
Church, 
Sandersville, 
held  a  recep¬ 
tion  on  Aug.  25 
for  C.  Robert 
(Bob)  White. 


resigned  after 
14  years  as  youth  minister  at 
Sandersville  to  attend  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  ana 
become  a  school  teacher. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG.  CO. 

BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 


CROSSES 


III 


I qo  Tr 


ITOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


Lii  i  YV\v\s  K \ (  I  1  SIN  K  Hi  N  S()l  R(  I 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953  , 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

Life  Way  Discount 


(800)  370-6180 

Available  in  20’  to  3 t  models  www.carpenterbus.com 

(12  to  47  passengers.  New  &  Used)  r 


Xiition's  it  I  church  hit. \  ilciilcr. 
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Class  AA  Mens  Champions  -  Immanuel,  Vicksburg 


707c 


oi  southern  baptist 

O  CHURCHES  ARE 

PLATEAU  Enul, 

Deo  i  m  i  nic. 


MISSISSIPPI  MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS  BAPTISTS 


Our CjOai  is  ro 

CHANGE  THAT 


N  I  \\  () 


\r  i  is i  i 
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lege  News  I  Revivals  &  Homecomings 


Homecoming,  Oct.  25-26, 
at  Mississippi  College, 
Clinton,  includes  special 
events  and  traditions. 

MC's  homecoming  game  is 
on  Sat.,  at  6  p.m.,  when  MC 
takes  on  Austin  College  in 
Robinson-Hale  Stadium.  At 
half-time  the  homecoming 
court  will  be  introduced,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  crowning  of  the 
2002  queen  by  MC  President 
Lee  Royce.  A  special  pre¬ 
game  show  featuring  the 
Choctaw  Marching  Band  will 
be  held  on  the  quad  at  5  p.m. 

The  traditional  homecom¬ 
ing  parade  will  take  place  on 
Sat.  at  2  p.m. 

On  Fri.,  activities  include: 
The  D.M.  Nelson-Aubrey 
McLemore  Golf  Tournament 
at  the  Caroline  Golf  Club  in 
Madison.  Tee  Time  is  1:15 
p.m.  Awards  will  be  present¬ 
ed.  Follies  at  6:30  p.m.  in 
Swor  Auditorium.  There  is  a 
$3  admission  fee  for  this 
event.  Following  Follies,  the 
SGA  will  sponsor  a  Pizza- 
Homecoming  Buffet  on  the 
Piazza.  Open  House  will  be 
held  from  7-10  p.m.  at  the 
Latimer  House  for  '50s  alum¬ 
ni,  and  one  for  '80s  alumni 
from  7-9  p.m.  at  the  Home  of 
Jim  and  Jenny  Turcotte  (call 
(601)  981-6739  for  informa¬ 
tion  on  Turcotte  open  house). 

Homecoming  festivities  on 


Sat.  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  with 
registration  in  the  lobby  of 
Alumni  Hall.  A  special  fea¬ 
ture  this  year  will  be  Just  for 
Kids,  on  the  MC  quad,  begin¬ 
ning  at  10  a.m.  and  ending  at 
5:30  p.m.  There  will  be  a 
space  walk,  free  balloons,  and 
games  for  the  little  Choctaws, 
sponsored  by  the  SGA.  Class 
reunions  ana  club  receptions 
will  begin  at  10  a.m.  and  the 
Homecoming  Awards 

Luncheon  will  begin  at  11:30 
a.m.  in  Anderson  Grand  Hall, 
BCR  Student  Center. 

President  Lee  Royce  will 
host  a  reception  at  1:30  p.m. 
in  the  Board  Room  of  the  B.C. 
Rogers  Student  Center.  The 
Naturals  will  perform  at  3 

Bm.  in  Swor  Auditorium. 

epartmental  receptions  will 
be  held  from  4-5  p.m.  with 
Departmental  Distinguished 
Alumni  being  honored. 
Special  alumni  awards  for 
Homecoming  2002  are: 
Alumnus  of  the  Year,  Ray 
Eugene  Hannah,  Fairburn, 
Ga.;  Young  Alumnus  of  the 
Year,  Janice  G.  Baddley, 
Clinton;  Award  of  Excellence, 
John  McCall,  Clinton;  Order 
of  the  Golden  Arrow,  Bowen 
Causey  Dees,  Escondido, 
Calif.,  and  Sam  Gore,  Clinton. 

For  more  information  call 
(601)  925-3208,  or  email 
clay@mc.edu. 


20;  Talmadge  Smith,  guest 
speaker;  dinner  on  grounds; 
afternoon  singing;  for  more 
information,  call  (601)  384-5965. 


Military,  Sumrall:  Oct.  19- 
23;  Sat.,  dinner  at  5  p.m.,  6:30 
p.m.;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Charles  Burnham,  evangelist; 
Charlie  Case,  music;  Mike 
Aultman,  pastor. 

Georgetown,  Georgetown: 

Oct.  27;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall;  afternoon 
singing;  Gary  White,  speaker; 
Bart  Latner,  pastor. 

McDonald,  Lena:  Nov.  3; 
registration/fellowship,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch, 
noon;  Keith  Mangrum  and 
Jerry  Williams,  pastors. 

Mt.  Vernon,  West:  Oct.  20; 
music,  10  a.m.;  service,  11  a.m.; 
lunch,  noon;  H.C.  Adams, 
preacher;  Earl  Aldridge,  music. 

Gooden  Lake,  Belzoni:  Oct. 
20;  worship,  10:30  a.m.;  David 
Blackwell,  guest  speaker;  Bob 
Gilliland,  pastor. 

Bentonia,  Bentonia:  Oct.  20; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  dinner,  noon;  Cliff 
Pace,  former  pastor  and  guest 


Sandersville,  Sanders-ville: 

Oct.  27;  worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner 
in  fellowship  hall;  afternoon 
singing,  1:30  p.m.;  Ron  Swindall, 
Laurel,  guest  speaker;  Ken 
Culpepper,  Laurel,  guest  singer; 
Donnie  V.  Parker,  pastor. 

Union  Hall,  Brookhaven: 

Nov.  2-4;  150th  anniversary; 
Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Joel  Brister  and 
Daryl  Oster,  speaking;  Brister 
Family  and  local  talent,  music; 
reception  following;  Sunday, 
10:3u  a.m.;  Dennis  Dunn, 
speaking;  Dunn,  his  wife 
Darlene,  and  Marshall 
McLaughlin,  music;  dinner  on 
grounds;  Mon.,  7  p.m.; 

Herbert  Saveli  and  David 
Caves,  speaking;  local  talent, 
music;  soup  supper. 

Rocky  Point,  Carthage:  Oct. 
24-27;  Thu.-Sunday,  7:30  p.m.; 
Mike  Everett,  Newton,  evangelist; 
Shane  McGimey,  Corinth  Church, 
music;  Marshall  Lum,  pastor. 

First  Oloh,  Oloh:  Oct.  20-23; 
100th  anniversary;  Sunday 
School,  8:45  a.m.;  worship,  10 
a.m.;  dinner  at  noon;  worship, 

2  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
James  Jipper  Williford,  James 
Sanders,  A.J.  Pace  Jr.,  Tim 
Patrick,  speakers;  David  Gilder, 
Bill  Herman,  Charlie  Steelman, 
Scott  Smith,  musicians. 


Visit  us  on  the"  web  at 

vvww.  mbcb.org 
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Obituary 


P.  Sidney  Pitts,  80,  died  Wed., 
Sep.  25,  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center.  Visitation  was 
Fri.,  Sep.  27,  in  the  Family  Life 
Center  at  First  Church,  lerry. 
Memorial  services  were  Sat.,  Sep. 
28  at  First  Church,  Terry. 

He  served  his  country  in 
World  War  II  and  retired  from  the 
Mississippi  Employment 
Security  Commission  in  1986.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by  his 
daughter  Kathryn  Pitts  Ferrell. 

Survivors  include:  his  wife  of 


AMERICA'S  FASTEST  CROWINC 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE 
Company.  No  monthly  service  charge, 
4.9  cents/minute,  6-second  billing, 
(toll-freeM  -  866-587-8346. 
www.covenantphoneservice.com 

Agent  opportunity  available. _ __ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO  -  Custom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair  - 
Columbus/lackson  -  (877)  477-1899. 
ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insurance;  call  (662)  568*3482, 
INSPIRATIONAL  AND  HUMOROUS  sto^ 
ries  of  a  First  Pastorate  In  Alabama,  "M/ss 
Rossie"  by  William  F.  Wagner.  To  order 
call;  (8881-280-7715  or 

www.  1  stbooks.com 

SEEKING  TWO  FULL-TIME  positions: 
associate  pastor/ed.  director,  and  a  new 
position  of  children's  minister.  East  Side 
Baptist  Church,  718  E.  9th  Street., 

Mountain  Home,  AR  72653. _ 

CUSTOMED  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970, 
CHILDREN'S  MINISTER  POSITION 


53  years,  Margaret  Fields  Pitts; 
two  sons,  Larry  Fields  Pitts  of 
Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  and  Jerry 
Purser  Pitts  of  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.;  two  daughters,  Betn  Pitts 
Hall  of  Hattiesburg  and  Amy 
Pitts  Brom  of  Mill  Valley,  Calif!; 
and  eight  grandchildren.” 

The  family  has  requested 
that  in  lieu  of  flowers,  dona¬ 
tions  be  made  to  the  Kathryn 
Pitts  Ferrell  Scholarship  Fund, 
Mississippi  College,  Box  4005, 
Clinton,  Miss.  39058. 


(grades  1-6)  available.  Full-time,  great 
benefits  package.  Council  Road  Baptist 
Church,  Bethany,  Oklahoma  -  suburb  of 
Oklahoma  City.  Over  5,000  membership. 
Email  resume  to  rushing@councilroad.org 
Visit  web  site  at  www.councilroad.org  for 
additional  church  information. 
Experience  and  seminary  a  plus. 

1999  FORD  F-550  27  PASSENGER 
minibus  with  separate  luggage  storage. 
Diesel,  auto  trans,  good  tires,  TV-VCR, 
excellent  condition,  $39,500.  Cline 
Tours,  )ohn  or  )im,  (800)  233-5307. 

1999  FORD  E-450  21  PASSENGER 
minibus  with  separate  luggage  storage, 
V-10,  auto  trans.,  TV-VCR,  excellent 
condition,  $33,500.  Cline  Tours,  John  or 

Jim  (800)  233-5307. _ 

1985  MCI  102  A3,  47  PASSENGER  motor 
coach,  fresh  engine,  5  speed  maniial  trans, 
TV-VCR,  excellent  condition,  $43,500. 
Cline  Tours,  John  or  Jim  (800)  233-5307, 
CHRISTMAS  IN  MEMPHIS,  Renfro  Valley, 
and  Nashville  with  Mississippi  Christian 
Travel;  December  6-11.  1-55  corridor  pick- 
ups;  (601)  835-0467  for  info.  _ 
WANTED:  USED  26  PASSENGER  VAN 
for  a  church  in  Panola  County.  If  you 
are  considering  trading  yours  in, 
please  call  us  first  at  (662)  382-7366. 


MS  Positions  Available 


B I- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  sought  by  church  averaging 
1 10  in  Sunday  School.  Please  e-mail 
resume  to  mwsjgb@vicksburg.com 
or  fax  to  (601)  636-7574  or  mail  to 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old 
Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180, 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER,  First 
Baptist  Church,  Plantersville,  Miss. 
Less  than  100  in  Sunday  school.  Fax 
resume  to  (662)-842-3632  or  e-mail 

jerrycuta@juno.com _ 

TOPEKA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  LOCAT- 
ED  twelve  miles  south  of  Monticello, 
is  seeking  a  Bi-Vocational  Minister  of 
Music.  Primary  responsibilites  will 
include  directing  music  during  regular 
worship  services,  and  special 
music/drama  presentations  during  the 
year.  Send  resumes  to:  Topeka  Baptist 
Church,  807  China  Grove  Road, 

Jayess,  MS  39641 , _ 

STUDENT  MINISTER  SOUGHT  BY 
church  averaging  154  in  Sunday 
School/70  in  Discipleship  Training.  E- 
mail  resume  to  Longviewbc@onecall- 
inc.com  or  mail  to  Longview  Baptist, 


October  17,  2002 


c/o  Johnny  Sykes,  406  Dozier  Hill  Rd., 
Belden,  MS  38826.  Church  located  6 
miles  east  of  Pontotoc,  MS/10  miles 
west  of  Tupelo,  MS. 

ORGANIST  SEARCH:  CALVARY  BAP- 
TIST  Church,  Tupelo,  Miss.,  is  search¬ 
ing  for  a  part-time  organist.  Must  have 
education  and  experience.  Please 
send  resumes  to  Organist  Search,  P.O. 
Box  1008,  Tupelo,  MS  38802  or  call 
(662)  842-3338  for  more  information. 
SOUTHSIDE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Aberdeen,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
minister  of  music.  Duties  to  include 
music  direction  during  regular  worship 
services,  mid-week  rehersals  and  special 
music  presentations  during  the  year. 
Send  resumes  to  the  Music  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  H,  Aberdeen,  MS  39730. _ 

TRINITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  North 
(ones  County,  Laurel,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  senior  pastor.  If  interested, 
please  contact  Dr.  Charles  Boone, 
Chairman,  F^stor  Search  Committee  at 
199  Lake  Como  Road,  Laurel,  MS 
39443.  Phone  (601 )  428-5244  or  phone 
the  church  office  (601)425-4276. 
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Convention 
meetings  listed 


Groups  that  have  notified 
The  Baptist  Record  of  meet¬ 
ings  planned  around  the 
upcoming  annual  meeting  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  are: 


Agricultural  Missions 

The  annual  meeting  of  of 
Agricultural  Missions  Fellow¬ 
ship  is  scheduled  for  3  p.m.  on 
October  28,  at  First  Church, 
Jackson.  Reservations  are  not 
necessary. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be 
retired  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Larry  J.  Johnson.  He 
and  ms  wife  Joy  served  as 
agricultural  evangelists  in 
Peru  for  15  years.  Tne  fellow¬ 
ship  will  also  hear  reports  on 
all  projects  currently  under¬ 
way,  and  will  elect  officers  for 
the  coming  year. 

Lay  Missions  Banquet 

Mickey  Caison,  adult  volun¬ 
teer  mobilization  coordinator  fear 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  for  the  Lay 
Missions  Conference  Banquet  at 
5  pm  on  October  28,  at  First 
Church,  Jackson.  The  banquet 
will  follow  lay  missions  interest 
conferences  that  begin  at  3  pm 
for  the  areas  of  agricultural,  edu¬ 
cational,  Volunteers  in  Missions, 
construction.  Campers  on 
Mission,  literacy  and  restorative 
justice  ministries. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Carol  Wright  in  the  Men's 
Ministry  Department  at  (601) 
292-3334,  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext  334. 
E-mail:  cwright@mbcb.oig 

Mid-America  Seminary 

The  annual  Mississippi 
Mid-America  Baptist 

Seminary  Alumni  Banquet  is 
scheduled  for  Tuesday, 
October  30  at  12dX)  noon,  at 
Shoney's  Restaurant  at  680 
Larson  Street  in  Jackson. 
Seminary  President  Mike 
Spradlin  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  David  Thomas  at 
(662)  236-3513,  or  shilohbap 
tist@watervalley.net 

William  Carry  College 
;  The  William  Carey  College 
Alumni  Association  willhosta 
fellowship  for  alumni  and 
friends  on  October  29,  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  night  ses¬ 
sion,  in  the  Chapel  Room  of  the 
Baptist  Building.  For  more 
information,  contact  Donna 
Wheeler  at  (601)  318-6167,  or 
drop  by  the  Carey  booth  in  the 
exhibit  hall  at  the  convention. 


This  list  of  commandments  describes  the  distinctive  never 


was  God's  way  of  say¬ 
ing,  "I  love  you  so  much 
that  I  can't  bear  the 
thought  of  anything 
happening  to  you,  so  I’ve 

written  these  laws  that  erence  tor  Uod,  ana  man  s  ais- 
will  protect  you  and  help  tinctive  treatment  of  other  peo- 
you  live  happy,  healthy,  pie.  The  first  three  command- 
productive  lives.  I've  ments  describe  how  the  relation- 
done  this  for  you  ship  with  God  should  be.  Before 
because  I  love  you!"  stating  the  first  commandment. 
Again,  God  shows  that  God  again  reminds  the  people  of 
venant  is  about  relation-  His  love  for  them.  He  then 
'hen  He  said  in  Exodus  describes  a  beautiful  relation- 
iat  the  people  would  be  ship  of  trust  and  commitment  in 
reasured  possession.”  In  which  mankind  loves,  follows, 
ih  29:11  CkxI  said  He  has  worships,  and  lives  for  God 
,lans  for  the  future  of  His  exclusively  of  any  other.  In  this 
and  in  Hosea  9:10  He  age  of  tolerance  and  inclusive- 
o  His  people  as  a  delicacy,  ness,  we  would  do  well  to 
apes  m  the  desert.  God  remember  that  the  belief  in  and 
iat  the  only  thing  the  peo-  allegiance  to  only  one  God  is  the 
ve  to  do  to  enjoy  tnese  foundation  of  our  faith  and  hope 
>rful  plans  is  to  obey,  for  eternity.  We  must  also 
that  obedience  is  sup-  remember  that  the  only  way  we 
to  be  a  simple  thine;  obev  have  to  enter  into  a  relationship 


Family  Bible  Study 

Creating  a  Distinctive  People 

Exodus  19:5-6;  20:1-4,  7-10, 12-17 


ing  in  the  temple  during  the  others.  Are  you  spiritually 
Feast  of  Tabernacles  as  ques-  thirsty?  Jesus  says,  "Come! 
tions  are  asked  about  Him.  Drink!  Believe!"  (vv.  37-38).  Do 
Religious  leaders  attempt  to  you  depend  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
find  fault  in  order  to  arrest  to  help  you  live  the  Christian 
Him.  Some  rejected  Christ,  life?  Only  then  can  we  truly 
Some  recognized  Jesus  as  the  love,  forgive  and  practice  the 
one  sent  from  God  who  gives  other  teachings  of  Christ  Jesus, 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  those  who  We  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
believe  in  Him.  At  salvation  Spirit  at  salvation  but  must 
each  believer  has  been  given  daily  crucify  selfishness  to  real- 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  How  ize  the  full  power  of  Christ's 
will  you  seek  ways  to  depend  gift. 

on  the  Holy  Spirit  today?  Concerning  various  details  in 

2.  Jesus  Has  Great  Power,  their  lives.  I've  heard  many 

.Read  John  7:30-36.  As  in  chap-  Christians  say,  ”1  don't  want  to 
ter  2,  John  again  emphasized  bother  God  with  that.”  God 
that  the  miracles  of  Jesus  point  wants  us  to  depend  on  Him. 
to  His  deity.  Then  as  now,  some  Since  the  believer  in  Jesus  has 
accepted  Jesus,  some  rejected  the  gift  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  pray 
Him.  Reread  John  7:33,  a  key  this  prayer  in  times  of  testing: 
verse  in  this  lesson.  "Lord  I  believe,  help  my  unbe- 

3.  Jesus  Gives  Us  the  Spirit,  lief."  (Read  Mark  9:23-24).  Fear 
Read  John  7:37-44.  What  is  the  and  anxiety  are  the  opposite  of 
relationship  of  the  Holy  Spirit  belief  and  faith.  Focus  this  week 
to  God  the  Father  and  His  Son  on  the  spiritual  truth:  "As  the 
Jesips  Christ?  The  explanation  One  sent  from  God,  Jesus  gives 
in  verse  39  anticipates  the  the  Holy  Spirit  to  those  who 
teaching  on  the  Holy  Spirit  believe  in  Him."  In  which  area  of 
found  in  John  14:16  which  we  your  life  do  you  need  to  depend 
will  study  in  January.  The  Holy  on  the  Holy  Spirit?  Believe. 


tower,  install  a  new 
hard  drive,  and  save  all 
my  potentially  lost 
computer  files. 

Therefore,  by  God's 
Spirit,  each  of  those 
and  all  of  you  who 
pray  for  The  Baptist 


Explore  the  Bible 

Real  Life  and  God's  Spirit 

John  7 


Caughman 


news  and 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  ^  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 

news  and  photographs  of  special  events  m  dnd  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  ^^^F  ping.  News  items  and/or  photographs  can 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  ^^F  ^ —  ^F  be  published  one  time  only.  Deadline  for 

X  ^^F  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  requested  publication  date. 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit-  I 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1  -inch  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 

paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 

forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti-  Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 

des  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  arti-  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
cles  will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Photograph  attachments  are  permissible.  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  stamped  envelope. 

are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise,  include  be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 

tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 

mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  address  and  telephone  number.  clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  E-mail:  bap6strecord9mbcb.org. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  J.  GUI 
Mr.  Chip  Oswalt 
Mattie  Hubbard 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  Gene  Hudson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
James  E.  Jackson,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eddy  McGinnis 
Durwood  James 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Gilbert 
Stella  James 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lois  M.  Knight 
Mr.  John  David  Johnson 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mrs.  Jean  C.  Johnson 

Mrs.  Sadie  Ruth  A.  Scott 
R.  R.  Johnston 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Juanita  Joiner 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Edwin  Hansel  Jones 

Ms.  Jean  W.  McCardle 
Ms.  Marguerite  McLendon 
Mr.  Marvin  Williams 
Ray  Jones 

Hardy  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lyle  V.  Corey  Jr. 

John  Roy  "Bud"  Jordan 
Mary  Day 
M.  Eugene  May 
Mrs.  Peggy  M.  Tingle 
Todd  Kellebrew 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Kemp 

Mrs.  Myrtice  Cook 
Mrs.  Celeste  Kemp  Reed 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Ms.  Patricia  Kemp  Maddox 
Mrs.  Brunette  C.  Nelms 
Lesca  and  Lea  Black 
Mrs.  Jesse  Kennedy 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  D.  Neal 
Mrs.  Ursla  Kent 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Scherry  Keyes 

Ms.  Nina  J.  Herbert 
Mrs.  Jewel  McQueen  Knight 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dudley  McQueen 
Mr.  Howard  F.  Leach 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mr.  James  W.  Kitchens 
Arthur  Lewis 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Hugh  Parham 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gordon  H.  Sansing 
Jacob  Liberto 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Laura  Sue  Lofton 

Ms.  Betsy  Penn  Smith 
Russ  Michael  Mangold 

Mid  Continental  Agencies,  Inc 
Herschell,  Vicki,  Mary  Beth  k 
Kathryn  Gaddy 
Mrs.  Mayme  L.  Prevost 
Mrs.  Annie  Whitten 
Pinelake  Baptist  Church  Day 
School- 

Rachel  Henderson's  1st  Grade 

Class 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bozeman 
The  Neal  Bozeman  Family 
Jimmy,  Cathye  &  Myrtis  Harper 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Carl  H.  Spitchley 

Mrs.  Nettie  Manley 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 

John  Mann 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gordon  H.  Sansing 

James  W.  Mathis 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  W.  D.  Logan 
Mr.  Billy  Tom  Ward 
Hazel  Mattox 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
Hugh  Maxey 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Neil  E.  Wrenn 
Mr.  Paul  Greer  Moak,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Sadie  Ruth  A.  Scott 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  W.  Kelly  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Zach  Taylor  Jr. 

Mr.  Silas  Moffat,  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  W.  Duckworth 
Mrs.  Shirley  Owen 
Mr.  H.  M.  Moore 

Pheba  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Jackie  Crowson  Morgan 
Neshoba  County  Home 
Educators 


Employees  of  Chahta 
Enterprises- 

Board  Of  Directors,  Lester  k 

Staff 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Bixler 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  James  Doyle  Eaves 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  Jackson  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Barton  W.  MacNeill 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Eddy  McGinnis 
Dale,  Karen,  Kate  &  Sara  Powers 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Raines 
Mrs.  Bertha  Vickers 
Bud  &  Charlotte  Vickers 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lamar  Kimbrough 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Henry 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  C.  Powers 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Flurry 
Mr.  Hugh  Thomasson 
Crew  #4  of  The  MS  Comm 
College- 

Football  Officials  Association 
Ms.  Vickie  Eaves 
Mike  H.  Hardy  Family 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Morgan  & 

Family 

Ms.  Dorris  Morgan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Scribner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  W.  Smith 

Mrs.  Bernice  Clack  Munn 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mr.  C.  Gayle  Murray 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Hallum 
Mrs.  Mary  Myers 

Pheba  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ruth  Myers 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  M.  Haley 
W.  K.  Pace,  Jr. 

Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 

Mrs.  Connie  D.  Patterson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Dowdle  k 
Christina 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson  k 
Family 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  I.  Patterson  k 
Family 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Winfred  Patterson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Daniel  Lee 
Mr.  Eugene  R.  Perrier 

Mike  k  Suzanne  Allen  k  Family 
Chris  Phelon 

Ms.  Dana  Hood 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Neil  E.  Wrenn 
Horace  Phillips 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Power 

Kolola  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Frankie  Prevost 

Philene  k  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  Charles  Warren 
Mrs.  Toby  Mitchell 
Wallace  Randall 

Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  BC- 
Vicksburg 

Ms.  Doris  S.  Brock 
Mrs.  Inez  Kellicut 
Hugh  H.  Rather 

Ms.  Nancy  W.  Bryan 
Mary  Ann  Reeves 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Green 
Mr.  Kenneth  Rhodes 
Mr.  Bill  Barrett 
Mrs.  Sue  Barrett 
Mrs.  Bessie  Rimes 

Judge  k  Mrs.  Keith  Starrett 
Richard  Salter 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stewart 
Ed  Sarver 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Calvin  E.  Harvey 
Dr.  Clyde  K.  Schiele 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  F'hillips 
Mr.  Jimmy  Scott 

Immanuel  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Ed  L.  Sessums 

Mr.  Pate  E.  Brown  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Neil  E.  Wrenn 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Phillips 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Wesley  Arnold 
Harold  Sides 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Roy  Allen  Simmons,  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  George  H.  Simmons 
Mrs.  Louise  F.  Cathey 
Ms.  Lorraine  Rimes 


Nancy,  Rachel  k  Matthew 
Simmons 

Mr.  Ewell  Simmons 

Ms.  Diana  Galofaro 
Mrs.  Anna  W.  Simmons 
Mrs.  Ruth  Simmons 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gregg  Tindle 
Gena  Simpson 

Mr.  Robert  D.  Avery 
Imogene  Simpson 

Jenny  S.  McGaugh 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Addie  Sledge 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mr.  Lester  Spell,  Sr. 

Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 

Mr.  Lester  k  Mrs.  Alfreda  Spell 
Pam,  Ricky,  Dru  &  Reed 
Hawthorne 
Norman  Squires 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Elaine  Stapleton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
Dorothy  Steele 
Sue  Abies 
Jimmy  k  Jo  Jenkins 
Biddie  Pickle 
Molly  Stewart 

Ms.  Nancy  W.  Bryan 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Sykes 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Mr.  Grady  Tarver,  Sr. 

The  Family  of  Burnell  Brown 
Willene  Tench 

Eunice  SSC,  Hurley  BC-Hurley 

Chip  Tharp 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 

H.  Thompson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ron  Barham 
Mrs.  Mary  Evelyn  Gregory  Tindle 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Percy  Peeler 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bennie  L.  Hood 
Philene  k  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  O.  R.  Gladden 
Mrs.  Toby  B.  Mitchell 
Ms.  Rose  E.  Strahan 
Walter  k  Shirley  Lucas 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Mike  Goff 
Kathryn  Treuthene 

Ms.  Rachel  Hooper 
Calvin  Triplett 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stewart 
Carey  P.  Vanderford 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Cole  Mason  Vine 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Wade 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Brown 
Mrs.  Gladys  Wade 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Robert  R.  Wadsworth 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  Joel  Dillard  Ray 
Lois  Wasson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Percy  L.  Watts 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Virgil  Boone 
Mr.  David  Webb 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Mike  Goff 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  Coley  Ratcliff 
Mrs.  Caro  Lee  Wells 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  B.  Badon 
Miss  Allene  Whittington 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Sullender 
Willard  Wiley 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Cecil  Parmentier 
Mrs.  Inez  Williams 

Mrs.  Frances  W.  Hamner 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Smitty  Williams 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bryan  Russell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hank  A.  Robison  Jr. 
Alton  Wilson 

Philene  k  Stuart  Allen 
Ricky  Winstead 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bobby  L.  Kirk 
Paul  Woods,  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Lorene  Wooley 

Adult  Men's  SSC,  Springfield 
BC- Morton 
Regina  Youngblood 

Bill  k  Deena  Barbee 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  h.  Mapp  Jr. 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Gilbert  Crembley 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  Ms.  Hazel  B. 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help-  Cain 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  Christine  Crider 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  Ms.  Rachel 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends.  Hooper 

September  16  -  30,  2002  Mrs  ,nez  Cronia 

Mr.  H.  C.  Speyer 

Gilbert  L.  Crumbley,  Sr. 

HONORS  Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  C.  Nations 

Mr.  Hosea  Crutchfield 

Faithful  Members  of  Calvary  BC  Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Rev.  Mark  Byrd  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Donald  Childs 

Rev.  k  Mrs.  L.  C.  Anthoney  Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Dowdle 

Mrs.  Bal  Mobley  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  Johnson 

Arthur  Cook  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Winfred  Patterson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins  Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  I.  Patterson 

Mrs.  Inez  Jackson  Mary  Estelle  Cubley 

Bala  Chitto  Baptist  Church  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Mack  Taylor 

Mr.  k  Mis.  Doug  Johnson  Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  Wright 

Jana  k  Blake  Thompson  Mrs.  Mary  Cubley 

Bill  Magnan  Nurse  Link  Call  Center 

Fidelis  Class,  Grace  Memorial  BC  Vance  Davis 

Mrs.  John  McCurlee  Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 

Ms.  Sandi  Benjamin  Mrs.  Margaret  F.  Dean 

Ms.  Beth  C.  Curlee  Mrs.  Daisy  E.  Aldridge 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  Levon  Moore  H.  E.  Dunigan 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins  *  Stanton  Baptist  Church 

Cadman  Porter  Audrey  Emory 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins  Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  W.  Kelly  Jr. 

Maxine  k  William  Robinson  Bobby  Faust 

Rev.  Mark  Byrd  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 

Ray  k  Sandra  Rutledge  Mrs.  Irma  Ford 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins  Dr.  k  Mrs.  Joel  Dillard  Ray 

Mrs.  Ruby  Frazier 

MEMORIALS  Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Phillips 

Mr.  Joe  S.  Green 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  O.  Crosthwait  Jr. 
Helen  Halford 

Mr.  Joe  A.  Combs  III 
Mrs.  Laura  Hall 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  Sheppard 
Mavis  Hardage 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
R.  L.  Harris 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Stanley 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Haygood 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Dew 
Nichols  Brian  Hemphill 

Candi,  Jason  k  Bridget 
McKenzie 

Lynne  k  Brandon  Slaton 
Mr.  Leon  M.  Hester 

Bible  Searchers  SSC,  FBC- 
Mathiston 

Mrs.  Maurine  B.  Langley 
Mrs.  Doris  R.  Young  k  Family 
Mrs.  Katie  R.  Donald 


Lee  Abide 

Ms.  Sarah  E.  Jones 
Jonathan  Artman 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
John  Thomas  Ault 
Patti  Manning 
Keith,  Wanda  k  Elizabeth 
Sandifer 
L.  C.  Austin,  Sr. 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

D.  B.  Ballard 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Christopher  Barnett 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  M.  Haley 
Mrs.  Louise  Barnett 

Young  Ladies'  SSC,  Dublin  BC 
Carson 

Miss  Jessica  Blalock 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bradford 
Mr.  Hiram  Butler  Bowlin 

Mrs.  Nancy  Middleton 


Sports  ministry  seen  as  effective  outreach 

A  _  .  f  A  .  1  _r  a! iL , 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  When 
Richland  Creek  Community 
Church  decided  to  conduct  a 
sports  camp  a  few  years  ago, 
many  of  tneir  own  children 
could  not  attend.  Recognizing  a 
limited  capacity,  they  chose  to 
open  it  primarily  to  children 


wjio  may  have  no  other  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

The  Wike  Forest,  N.C., 
church  is  one  of  the  best  exam¬ 
ples  of  using  sports  ministry  to 
focus  on  non-Christians  rather 
than  members,  said  Victor  Lee, 
a  sports  ministry  evangelism 
consultant  for  the 
North  American 
Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  in 

Atlanta. 

"The  first  year 
17  kids  received 
Christ,  and  over 
the  course  of  the 
next  year  17  par¬ 
ents  or  siblings  of 
those  family  mem¬ 
bers  came  to 
Christ,"  Lee  said. 
"The  point  is  to 
have  a  sports  camp 
that  intentionally 
targets  lost  people. 
If  you  just  target 
your  kids,  that's 
not  intentionally 
reaching  your 
audience." 

Lee  led  a  work¬ 
shop  on  "Evange¬ 
lism  Bridges  to  a 
Sports  Crazy 
World"  during 
"Church  on  the 


Cutting  Edge,"  a  conference 
involving  more  than  3,000 
church  leaders  co-sponsored  by 
the  NAMB  and  Second  Church 
of  Houston. 

For  churches  trying  to  find 
ways  to  connect  with  the 
unchurched  in  their  communi¬ 
ties,  the  fact  that  96%  of  the 
population  is  linked  to  sports  in 
some  way  is  good  reason  to 
seriously  consider  the  evange¬ 
lism  possibilities,  said  Lee,  who 
also  is  minister  of  evangelism 
and  single  adults  for  Concord 
First  Church  in  Knoxville,  Term. 

Camps  like  the  one  in  Wake 
Forest  can  be  as  effective  as 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  reach¬ 
ing  unchurched  children,  Lee 
said.  At  Richland,  kids  in  a 
lower-income  neighborhood 
would  be  picked  up  at  8  a.m. 
and  brought  home  at  4  p.m. 
They  would  receive  training  in 
four  different  sports  each  day  — 
along  with  Christian  teaching. 

"They  had  the  Gospel 
shared  in  most  of  those  classes 
in  some  way,"  Lee  said. 

Sports  clinics  offer  a  simi¬ 
lar,  more  concentrated  focus 
on  just  one  sport  —  with  par¬ 
ticipants  rotating  through  dif¬ 
ferent  stations  receiving 
pointers  and  training  on  par¬ 
ticular  skills. 


At  the  end  of  the  clinic,  the 
Gospel  is  shared  and  partici¬ 
pants  are  given  an  opportunity 
to  respond.  He  said  as  many  as 
15-20%  of  participants  often 
make  professions  of  faith. 

"You  work  the  two  hours 
and  15  minutes  to  earn  the  right 
to  do  that  15  minutes,"  Lee  said. 

Sports  leagues  also  can  be 
effective  evangelism  tools,  but 
they  work  best  when  they  are 
designed  from  the  outset  with 
evangelism  as  a  priority.  If  all  of 
the  players  on  a  softball  team 
are  Christians,  for  instance,  he 
suggested  joining  an  industrial 
or  other  secular  league  to  allow 
time  for  the  Christians  to  build 
witnessing  relationships  with 
other  players. 

Another  way  to  be  inten¬ 
tionally  evangelistic  is  to 
decide  at  the  outset  that  if 
there  are  five  Christians  on  a 
softball  team,  there  will  also 
be  five  "free  agents"  who 
aren't  members  of  any  church. 

"You've  got  the  course  of 
the  season  to  live  your  faith  in 
front  of  them,"  Lee  said,  later 
adding,  "We've  got  to  open 
up  our  mentality.  We  have  too 
many  closed  facilities  for  the 
God-squad  only,  and  Jesus 
wouldn't  even  play  in  those 
places.  I'm  convinced." 


SPORTS  AS  KEY  —  Victor 
Lee,  a  sports  evangelism  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  North 
American  Mission  Board,  told 
participants  in  the  Church  on 
the  Cutting  Edge  conference 
in  Houston,  Texas,  that  96% 
of  the  population  is  involved 
with  sports  in  some  way  — 
and  thus  sports  can  be  an 
excellent  bridge  for  evange¬ 
listic  outreach.  (BP  photo  by 
James  Dotson) 


Summit:  law  officers  have  spiritual  needs,  too 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 


SCL  MUKT  QUACTBLVUR 
DC  XRUPR  KRLU 
BSSQCR.  LNC  SUTA 
VO  BL  NBRA. 
YNVSVYYVBRO  EUKT: 

EUKT 

Clue:  Y=P 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s  puz¬ 
zle:  Galatians  Four:  Four. 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Being  a  cop  is  a  tough  job,  but 
being  tougn  doesn't  mean  cops 
don't  need  a  soft  and  pliable 
heart  for  God. 

More  than  120  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers  from  13  states, 
many  with  their  spouses, 
attended  the  first  annual  Law 
Enforcement  Summit  spon¬ 
sored  by  and  held  at  LifeWay 
Ridgecrest  Conference  Center 
in  North  Carolina  October  1-3. 

Ralph  Sexton,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church  in  Asheville,  N.C.,  who 
has  served  for  30  years  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  deputy  and  chaplain  in  sur¬ 
rounding  Buncombe  County,  led 
the  summit. 

"The  implications  in  your 
life  after  these  three  days  could 
be  life-changing,  not  only  per¬ 
sonally,  but  professionally  as 
well,"  Sexton  said  as  he  wel¬ 
comed  the  officers  to 
Ridgecrest.  "You  can  be  helped 
and  encouraged  and  can  take 
that  light  back  with  you  to  your 
places  of  work." 

Sexton  said  on  Sept.  11, 2001, 
America  saw  that  the  first  line 
of  defense  against  terrorism  in 
America  is  not  the  military,  it's 
local  law  enforcement  officers. 

"You  are  our  homeland  secu¬ 
rity,"  he  said.  "The  reason  you 
are  the  first  line  of  defense  is 
you  know  your  towns,  your 
neighborhoods.  You  know  the 
good  guys  and  the  bad  guys." 

Most  #  people  have  no  idea  - 
the  pressures  police  officers 
work  under  eacn  day,  he  said. 
"Most  people  who  go  to  work 
don't  wear  full  body  armor." 

Wayne  Barber,  pastor  of 
Hoffmantown  Church  in 


The  Baptist  Record  - 


Albuquerque,  told  the  officers  said  it  was  "just  awesome.  It's  Jenny  Creel,  a  corporal  with 


failed  in  their  jobs.  share  their  faith.  I  loved  seemg  ence  served  as  a  renewal.  I 

"Failure  is  a  wonderful  Hue  T'vp  onmvpH 

tool.  It  teaches  us  that  you 
can't,  but  God  can,"  he  said. 

Now  a  psychologist, 

Bobby  Smith,  a  former 
Louisiana  police  trooper 
who  lost  his  vision  after 
being  shot  in  the  face  dur¬ 
ing  a  routine  traffic  stop  in 
March  1986,  told  the  offi¬ 
cers  to  leave  their  cop  side 
at  work  and  trust  God  and 
their  families. 

"Never  bring  the  cop  into 
your  home.  Leave  the  cop 
outside  the  door,"  he  said.  'T 
lost  my  sight,  my  position, 
my  wife,  and  my  financial 
stability. 

"I  lost  everything,  and  I 
knew  1  needed  something. 

When  I  was  lying  in  a  pool  of 
blood,  not  knowing  if  I  would 
live  or  die,  I  called  out  to  God, 
begging  for  one  more  chance. 

You  9ee,  even  though  I  was  a 
Christian,  I  had  put  God  on 
the  shelf  for  10  years." 

Smith  said  because  offi¬ 
cers  are  taught  to  trust  no 

one,  they  assume  that  .  - -  *  - - — - 

means  God  and  their  family.  SHERIFF'S  COUNSEL — Tim  Hawsev,  Escambia  year's  to  be  even  bigger. 

"In  the  academy,  we  are  County  (Alabama)  sheriff,  underscored  the  need  for  There  are  so  many  officers 
taught  to  put  up  this  shield  law  enforcement  officers  to  protect  themselves  spir-  who  could  be  helped.  I 
that  separates  'us'  from  itually  while  they  are  on  the  job.  Hawsey  spoke  dur-  hope  more  churches  will 
'them,'  but  soon  it  starts  to  ing  the  October  1-3  Law  Enforcement  Summit  at  consider  sponsoring  their 
separate  us  from  our  wives  LifeWay  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  in  North  members  who  are  in  law 
and  our  kids.  This  can  cause  Carolina.  (BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville)  enforcement." 


share  their  taith.  1  loved  seemg  ence  served  as  a  renewal,  l 

needed  this.  I've  enjoyed 
every  minute  of  it.  The 
spiritual  side  of  being  in 
law  enforcement  just  isn't 
talked  about  at  work." 

Creel  said  she  learned 
about  the  summit  from  the 
minister  of  music  at  her 
church,  Sales  Tree  Church 
in  Lake  Charles,  La. 

"He  found  out  about  the 
conference  on  the  Internet 
on  LifeWay.com  and  said  I 
should  think  about  going. 
My  church  even  helped 
sponsor  my  trip." 

Paul  Phillips,  a 
Ridgecrest  volunteer  who 
is  retired  from  the  Florida 
Department  of  Law 
Enforcement,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  coordinat¬ 
ed  the  Law  Enforcement 
Summit. 

"I  know  law  enforce¬ 
ment,"  he  said.  "I  know 
we  made  inroads  on  what 
will  happen  back  at 
home,"  he  said. 

"After  the  response  to 
this  summit,  I  expect  next 
SHERIFF'S  COUNSEL — Tim  Hawsey,  Escambia  year's  to  be  even  bigger, 
unty  (Alabama)  sheriff,  underscored  tne  need  for  There  are  so  manv  officers 


problems  when  we  don't  let 
ourselves  trust  God  either." 


how  so  many  sheriffs  and  cap-  Enforcement 


2003 

Summit 


In  commenting  on  the  con-  tains  were  here,  and  how  they  Ridgecrest  is  set  for  Sept.  30- 


ference,  Scott  Flowers,  d 
sheriff  in  Rowan  County, 


nsg 


are  so  vocal  about  their  faith.  Oct.  2.  For  more  information, 
It's  encouraging."  call  (800)  588-7222. 


♦ 


October  17,  2002 


